Media

Task 8

Planning My Own Radio Production

My radio station is going to be quite modern and upbeat and aimed towards a younger audience rather than a mature audience. This will reflect in many of the conventions; such as the style of music played, the age of the presenters, the content of the stories covered and the overall tone of the production. Taking these conventions into account, the music played will be modern, very recent music, the presenters will be aged between 20-30, the content of the news reports will be recent news that would appeal to people of that age, for example: a news report on a music concert or a film review rather than something aged for a more mature audience. The overall tone of the production will therefore be something positive, fun and 'cool'.

For my presenters, I will use the voices of people I know, and make sure they are different to get lots of variety in my production. As they are people I know, the voices will be quite young and will not sound as though they are from people in their 20s and 30s, but I could find some effects on Garage Band to make the voices sound deeper or more mature.

I shall prepare all of my news ideas before hand so I know exactly what to do during the production. I shall need a script for my main presenter who will be leading the show. I will also need to think up some places for an outside broadcast and make up my specialist reporters accordingly. I shall have to record a separate interview for my pre-recorded interview and add this into my production too, as well as having a vox-pop style interview with a specialist reporter interviewing random people who have no script to follow. As well as recording all of these interviews, I shall also have to think about sound FX for some of the interviews, for example, the outside broadcasts could have some added effects to make it sound more convincing. Throughout all of this I shall have to think about when and where all of these interviews are going to appear in the show, and how I will structure the production to make it run as smoothly as possible.

Character plan:

Maxwell sanders: main presenter of the show. In his mid thirties, quite enthusiastic about his job.

Steve: the traffic reporter, quite shy and a little bit odd

Dom Finnegan: Lead reporter, very serious about his job and talks very fast

Julie Birch: neighbourhood gossip, witness to the drugs raid

Sarah Taylor: reporter, friendly, takes on smaller interviews

Janice and Margaret: Macdonalds employees, not very bright and quite gossipy

Millie Green: young reporter, very enthusiastic

Ian McIan: film star, american man, very serious at all times

This is my plan of the script for my production:

Maxwell: And now on Beartown FM, I'm Maxwell Sanders with the news bulletin. [introduction jingle (will be a modern rock theme) will last for around 20 seconds straight into the show]

Maxwell: On the news today, we got a lot lined up for ya, including the massive drugs raid right here in our very town last night and the Macdonalds robbery that happened on Monday. But first, here's the weather with Annabel Baker. Annabel?

Annabel: Hiya Maxwell. Well for today, I think your better of staying inside as we've got rain, rain and more rain for most of the day. It should clear up later on this evening but if I were you, I wouldn't drive as tonight its going to be thick fog. Tomorrow, we've got more showers and its going to be slightly chilly so wrap up warm.

Maxwell: Thanks, Annabel. Now, has Congleton become the drug central of cheshire? Last night, police were called to a huge drugs raid on Deanhurst Parkway and discovered literally a forest of cannabis plants being grown in all five of the bedrooms, in the bath and steadily taking over the cellar of the abandoned Victorian house. Four people have been arrested in connection with the raid, although none were at the scene at the time. We sent our special reporter, Dom Finnegan to take a look at the action:

[cut to an outside broadcast, Dom Finnegan on the street outside the house on Deanhurst Parkway. It is a gloomy day, raining on a not very busy street, with lots of police around.]

Dom: Thanks Max. Im stood here now right outside the house where the raid happened last night. As you can tell from the amount of police here, this is a serious issue. Its been confirmed that four people connected with the house in someway have been arrested, but police are yet to release any names. Stood with me now is the neighbour to the house that has been raided, Julie Birch. Julie, what happened here?

Julie: Well all I can remember was sitting in our front room, just watching telly like you do, when I heard this almighty yell come from next door. I looked out of me curtains, and there were all these policemen in the street, breaking down next door's front door.

Dom: And then what happened?

Julie: These policemen ran into the house and I heard them checking to see if anybody was in there. Then they just came out again and I saw one of them talking into his walky talky thing.

Dom: But what happened after that?

Julie: Well, then this other van pulls up and these people in white suits with masks on go into the house. They were in there for about 10 minutes then came out carrying these really big green plants. There were lots of 'em too, which they put in the back of the van and locked away.

Dom: Did you ever see anybody in the house?

Julie: Well, there were these boys, they came round quite a lot, always in and out you know...one of them looked like Mrs Crawford's grandson, so I kept quite, and I just assumed she'd left him the house when she passed away.

Dom: Thank you so much for that, Julie. I think we can safely say what happened here is a major crime and the police are trying their best to locate the criminals and bring them to justice. Back to you, Max.

Maxwell: Thanks Dom. And now, another crime in our beloved little town. It seems that the local Macdonalds store on Clayton Bypass has also been a hotspot for criminals. We go live to Macdonalds now, where our special reporter Sarah Taylor has been interviewing some of the employees:

[goes over to Sarah, who is interviewing two macdonalds employees, Janice and Margaret. The store is quite busy and there is a kids party in the background, plus lots of noise from the kitchen and tills.]

Sarah: Hi Max, its Sarah Taylor reporting live from our local Macdonalds store. I'm stood here with two of its employees, Janice and Margaret, girls, what's been happening at Macdonalds recently?

Margaret: Well, we keeps getting little gangs o' hooligans in, dot we Janice?

Janice: yeah

Margaret: Stealing things like the trays, caught em the other day sliding down the hill, you know the hill at the back of the drive-thru? Sliding down that flaming hill on the trays! It's such a nuisance, nobody wants to come into the restaurant anymore.

Janice: yeah

Margaret: And another thing; keep nicking the straws and the chairs, don't they Julie?

Janice: yeah

Margaret: Nicking the straws then throwing em at people in the drive-thru!

Sarah: What action have you taken to stop these youths from doing this?

Janice: Well. We tried baring em, but they nicked the glass from the door. Look, we got cardboard up there now. They keep coming in, and ordering' from the trainees and the trainees is givin em food and they throw it about the place like animals!

Margaret: Animals.

Sarah: And have the police do anything at all?

Margaret: They came around yesterday and poked about a bit in the kitchens and stuff, took down a statement for all o' us then left with several Big Macs.

Julie: Flamin' waste of time-

Sarah: Thanks for that girls. We can assure our listeners that Beartown FM will do all it can to support Macdonalds during these incidents. Do you know who these young hooligans are? If you have any information, ring into Beartown FM or the local police station now and help stop these vandals. Im Sarah Taylor, back to Max.

Maxwell: Thanks a lot for that Sarah. And now for our listeners, we have a special treat for you, a sneak peak at the inteview with Ian McIan on his lastest movie.

[same jingle as start of the show]

[music interview in a quiet room with an added quiet track in the background]

Millie: Hi I'm Millie Green and I'm here with Ian MacIan on his brand new movie, Ian: The Movie. Ian?

Ian: Hi Millicent. 

Millie: (laughs) It's Millie. Anyway, wow, finally at last your own movie! Has it been hard work?

Ian: I was in the military, hard work is nothing to me.

Millie: (absent-mindedly) Brilliant. So, are you pleased with the movie?

Ian: I would like to say so. I put every effort into my performance and emotion. I had the help and support of my wife, and my agent. Its exhausted me how much I put into this part; I cried real tears. 

Millie: Real tears?

Ian: Real tears. As anybody who has read my autobiography, Ian: In Words, £12.99 from most good book stores, will know that as a man of the military, I find it hard to show my emotions. 

Millie: So Ian...what's the film about?

Ian: It's about my life story, going from my high school years when I was bullied for being a nerd. It follows how I battled my body issues, my sexual confusion and how the military changed my life.

Millie: Wow, hats an exciting film. So, looking forward to the premier showing?

Ian: Of course, it's going to be fantastic.

Millie: Im sure it will be. Know any famous guests who'll be along too?

Ian: There will certainly be some famous guests there, Millicent, but i'm keeping that under wraps for now as the big film companies dont like me to drop names of actors I know nothing about.

Millie: (slow sarcastic) wow.

Ian: But it's going to be a very good evening. I shall be wearing a suit. As a man of the military, i've never had much expeirience of wearing a suit-

Millie: Well I think thats all we've got time for. Im Millie Green reporting for Beartown FM, goodbye from me and from Ian MacIan.

[muffled in the background] Ian: Wife! Get me a sandwich!

[jingle fades back into original news show]

Maxwell: You can download the whole interview on our website www.beartownfm.co.uk. And that's just about it for our news bullitin today. Im Maxwell Sanders, for Beartown FM, your number one local radio station.

[show ends with the same jingle as the start of the news bullitin]

