Radio evaluation

For my media product I chose to create a radio news broadcast that aimed to reach a target audience of adults. My specific audience I wanted to reach was adults such young parents who stay at home and retired elderly people. It is designed to be aired either in the morning, where it is most likely to reach my target audience. 

  My production represents different social groups in a variety of ways. For example, teenagers are represented in a stereotypically negative light  and are portrayed this way as though from an adults perspective. This is conveyed in my story of "Barry Fischer" and the outside broadcast with a man who has preconceived ideas on youths, and automatically assumes that teenagers are responsible. On the other hand, this topic also portrays the elderly as being stereotypically vulnerable and defenceless. The Barry Fischer story also shows this, as the victim is assumed to have part of an unprovoked attack.  The topics I have included in my production are designed to appeal to my target audience. I have included stories such as the credit crunch, which is a major concern within today's society Especially young parents and the elderly, who generally have money concerns. Also, I have included   stories about  a murder. This story is designed to work along side the adult perception of that today's youths are stereotypically threatening. Other topics I have included are the weather updates, though this is not specifically aimed towards my target audience; and the topic of an oil tanker crash. This topic is important, as it links to the British economy and politics, which are subjects that will interest my target audience.  

If a media institution were to distribute my media product,it would most likely be in the style of the national radio station BBC two radio. My product is designed to be in the style of a national radio label, but on a smaller scale of local radio. This is because I intended to create a formal sounding bulletin that discussed local and national topics. I wanted to construct a broadcast that would be suitable for both morning and daytime radio, where it would be most likely to reach my target audience of stay at home parents or pensioners. I found that my target audience is most likely to listen during this time, after conducting a survey of 10 adults within the age range of my target audience. I conducted this questionnaire of a means of finding out what subjects my audience would listen to and what time they are most likely to listen to the radio. I asked questions such as whether they would prefer a formal or informal presenter, whether they prefer national news, local or a combination of both; and whether political news is most appealing. The answers were similar from all participants, therefore this allowed me to gain an understanding of what conventions I would need for my production and what subjects to include.

I have used a variety of  features in my news broadcast production such as informal language, which is a typical convention of local radio,that I found through researching local radio; as well as formal language, which is commonly found in news broadcasts and radio stations such as BBC, which was what I based my production on.  Also, I have used vox-pops, as a means of getting opinions on news stories and it is also a convention found in news bulletins. My vox-pops were also useful, as they give a sense of united community and belonging to those who may be housebound, or may not have the opportunity to get out much, due to children. It gives the audience access to the opinions and ideas of those who reside within the same community.  I have used a range of sound effects in my production, to mimic real radio news bulletins. For example in my news topic of a motorway pile-up, I have used sounds effects such as traffic sounds, found on Garage Band; and a rescue helicopter, layered as bedding tracks beneath the speech to create the illusion that the specialist reporter is on the scene of the accident. To build this illusion I have used the Ducking tool to decrease the volume of the sound effects, so the voice is prioritised and can be heard clearly. However, this is not always achievable using the Ducking tool, sometimes it was necessary to change the volume manually. This had to be done for the Vox-pop for Andy Truman. This was due to the sound effects of chattering crowds and traffic, which were used to signify that the caller was in a crowded town centre;  the sound effects overrode the voices, making it indistinguishable. 

During constructing my media product, I have learnt how to construct jingles on Garage Band, by combining a range of sound effects and using the ducking tool to enhance different sounds. Further more, I have learnt how to duck tracks to create a realistic sound quality. Ducking aims to adjust the volume of the track  and prioritise the voices, so they can be heard above the bedding tracks.  Also, I have learnt how to layer different tracks  as well as editing sound quality to create a realistic radio news broadcast and achieve different effects such as outside broadcasts and Vox-pops, which allow me to mimic a real radio broadcast. I now understand how to split tracks, to remove unwanted errors and achieve a more professional tone. Also, I have learnt how to duplicate tracks so I can add more voice and jingles. This also makes the layout tidier and easier to build on, if further work is needed. Further skill I have learnt are the ability to adjust a tracks runtime and remove areas of tracks that are not needed.

After looking back at my preliminary task, I can see how my final product has progressed. I have learnt that it is important for the speech involved to sound natural and professional, to mimic a real radio news broadcast. Also, I have learnt that a lot of careful planning and research into other media institutions to required to construct a radio show. I have learnt how to address my target audience by researching what time they would listen to a radio news bulletin, and what conventions of radio are included in other institutions appealing to that age group. In my production I think I have fallen down with my presenters. When I initially planned my radio, before production, I had a clear idea of how I wanted to portray my characters. I wanted to use presenters who were realistic and serious. I think this is  a weakness within my production, as the people who I asked to act, let me down and didn't achieve the tone and create the persona's that I wanted to portray. I have also been told this by those who have viewed my work and agree that the serious tone is not conveyed. I also feel that my jingle was not as appropriate as I had hoped, for my type of radio broadcast. I feel that I have not been as adventurous as I could have been at experimenting with different sound effects and jingles, to create a more appropriate jingle for the time of day that I planned that my show would be aired. I feel that I could have created a more suitable jingle, given more time to work on it. Strengths of my project include my planning and research. From comments that I have had, my planning and researching of other radio shows, experimenting with different sounds and research into jingles has allowed me to gain further understanding of what was required to construct a radio news broadcast. Another strength of my work, is how I have managed to build different sections to create a full news broadcast. For example, in my topic of the motorway pile up, I used speech, helicopter and traffic sounds. I constructed these together by first recording the voice that is reporting the accident, followed by the voice of the specialist reporter. Next, I had to insert the traffic sounds track and line it up, so that the speech of the specialist reporter and the traffic sound effect, began to play in unison. I added the next  track of helicopter sounds effects, again lining it up so that all tracks play at the same time. However, when I played back what I had built up, the voice was inaudible against the tracks, meaning I had to duck the sounds effects, into the background, converting them into bedding tracks. I then increased the volume of the female voice, so that it was clear, but not so much that it no longer had the illusion of being an outside broadcast.  

