Joshua Dainty. 

Radio Product Evaluation.

This is my evaluation of my media product, which is a five minute bulletin for a local radio station. While carrying out the various research and planning task, plus the main production I tried to accommodate the questions that are in this evaluation. 

Who would be the audience for my media product and how did I attract/address my audience?


The target audience for my media product, as previously mentioned is teenagers and young adults aged up to 25. 


The radio news programme and the start of the interview is featured on is BBC radio Westheath, this station has young presenters in their 20's this will make it easy for the intended listeners to relate to the presenters shows. In the preliminary task which is the start of an interview on the Harry Jones show, it features a new star from the local area this would attract the audience to listen as they would be interested in how someone that is around their age can become such a star and will function in an aspirational way. 

In what ways does my media product use, develop or challenge forms and conventions of real media products?


My media product follows the conventions of a radio news broadcast. For example, there is a jingle which introduces the news and alerts the listener that a news programme is starting. 


In my preliminary task, the jingle is meant to be a catchy which again is a typical concept of a radio show, this concept is of importance to a radio show as it gives the show memorability and gives the listeners something to take away with them long after the show has aired. However most common radio jingles include lyrics or speech over the top of the music to retain that catchy feel, which will help the radio show become popular and memorable. This convention was missing from my preliminary product and if I were to have the chance to make changes to the programme I would try and incorporate speech. 


I feel that I worked hard on replicating a news broadcast having used many of the conventions such as; a serious jingle introducing the news, a anchorman who gives an introduction to the news items and then onto the various news readers. All of these conventions I have witnessed on my local radio station Signal One and national radio station Radio One.  


Overall I feel that if I could reproduce the product again, I would use speech or lyrics on my preliminary product jingle. I would also rework the credibility of the reporters in my final product as I used normal people and not professionals the standard of the broadcast is lower to a real radio product because of hesitation, laughing and background noises. 

How does my media product represent particular social groups?


My media product is meant to have a target audience of young adults and adolescents aired from 3pm on weekdays this a good time to target the audience because teenagers and young adults will be finishing at college or school at the time. I aimed my product at the projected target audience by basing my preliminary product on an interview of a new up and coming artist. I felt that this would appeal to the target audience as teenagers are into music and the new artists that maybe around. I found it difficult to relate to my target audience in my main task as most teenagers and young adults are rarely interested in news broadcasts. I tried to work around this issue by including news items that maybe interesting to them. For example, one of the news items was a movie premier broadcast with an interview with the leading actor. Another example was that there was a item on recent crimes at the local precinct, this item related towards adolescents as it stated that a youth centre could possibly be built. I feel that these items would relate well to the audience as they include information about issues that maybe of interest. Even though the product is intended for a local a radio station there are national stories included for example there is the road traffic collision item and the already mentioned film premier.

What kind of media institution might distribute my media product and why?


The institution that may distribute my media product would most likely be a radio station in the Staffordshire and Cheshire area. This is because the task was to create a five minute bulletin for a local radio station, therefore the broadcast would be used during a radio show, often repeated several times during the radio show. Other possible institutions that the product could be distributed to, are commercial radio stations or web based internet broadcasting the product could even be used for a pod cast. The Harry Jones Show which my product is based around isn't the typical BBC broadcast and doesn't conform to the cultured reserved feeling that BBC products have, such as BBC radio Stoke. The show is more like BBC Radio one, where it is very colloquial and at times can be risqué. Therefore it challenges the forms of a typical BBC radio broadcast.   

What have i learnt about technologies from the process of constructing this product?


I have learned that using software such as garageband or Mac software was an issue for me as I have never experienced such software before. I got around this problem by experimenting with the software available, in my research and planning tasks. Which enabled me to learn the techniques of garageband and the shortcuts that were available on a Mac.


I have also gained an understanding of how a radio programme is produced. I understand to have a successful product that planning needs to take place for timing, sound effects and authenticity of outside broadcasts. In similar ways the three planning concepts are used in real life radio production, before a broadcast would take place producers would plan what news stories would feature, what order they would feature in and the destinations for outside broadcasts. 

What have I learnt from the progression of my preliminary task to the full product?


From the progression to preliminary task to the full product I have learned that creating outside scenario's using only sound effects that are available on the mac is challenging. I found it especially difficult to get the balance of volume of the sound effect with the volume of the speech that was accompanying it, the ducking feature on Garageband had aided me on this problem. Using layering I had attempted to creating different sound environment, Garageband offers a wide selection of sound effects that can be layered on top of each other to create for example, a busy town. I found it an issue to get the effects to sound authentic enough for someone to actually think I had recorded the item in the intended environment. I feel that if I had a knowledge of the software used, then this may have not been such an issue. 

I have also learnt that a lot of planning is needed before the final recording of the product. It was vital for the speakers to sound clear and fluent, to get the affect that it was an actual news broadcast. Unfortunately I don't feel that this was successfully done in my product and if I was to receive the chance to make changes to the final product the authenticity of the product is what I would focus my attentions on.  


Overall I feel there is space for improvement in my work, for example there are minor changes that could be made in my final product and the authenticity of the product would have to be reworked. However I feel I have worked hard on gaining the skills needed to operate and produce a radio product. Furthermore I feel I have looked in depth in the different radio productions that are already around today, and used my research to aid me in planning and creating my radio product. 

