Dear Parent / Carer
May | wish you all a very Happy New Year.

I would like to thank everybody for their support
during the severe weather conditions last week.
Despite the difficulties, the school managed to
open for three out of the five days. As a school
we treat Health & Safety conditions of paramount
importance and through the hard work of our site
staff we were able to keep the school running
albeit for shorter days and to limited year groups.
Unfortunately, on Friday 8 January two of the
boilers failed and at the end of the day we
suffered a burst water main. Whilst site staff and
heating engineers worked over the weekend to
repair these problems we were only able to
partially open the school on Monday. School re-
opened to all students on Tuesday. Teachers will
be setting work for those students who were
unable to get into school during this period.
Parents and students should continue checking
the school website regularly for up to date
information.

| am pleased to say that our whole school
Christmas Celebration on the last day of term
proved to be another huge success. We were
joined at the event by the Mayor of Cheshire
East, Councillor Margaret Simon and her consort,
Mr Maurice Simon; the Congleton Town Mayor
and Mayoress, Mr Ernie Clarke and Mrs Joyce
Clarke; Mr John Weeks, Strategic Director for
People from Cheshire East Council, Mr David
Bryant, Parliamentary Candidate for the Labour
Party, Mr Peter Hirst, Parliamentary Candidate for
the Liberal Party; and Chair of Governors, Mr
Richard Hinckley. Reverend Jonathon Sharples
led the service with readings by the Head Boy -
Josh Barard, Head Girl - Ella Davis, and myself.
ChipK (from thebandwithnoname) and Emma
Owen from Genetik in Manchester entertained
the congregation with their version of the
Christmas story enacted by students. The
congregation also enjoyed performances by the
school choir.
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Y11 students have raised £500 for Uganda Learn4life.
Pictured above are the Uganda children with their
message of thanks

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS




UPPER SCHOOL NEWS

Key Stage 4 Gifted and Talented RAF Workshop by Alex Milroy
On the 25th November 2009 Gifted and Talented students from Years 10-
13 took part in an RAF Workshop, The day began with us writing down a
mind map of the word ‘TEAM’, such as leadership, opponents and moral.
We then went on to team working skills where we had to organise
ourselves into different orders such as birthdays. This was followed by
forming circles and passing footballs to the person on your left whilst
another football was in the air. We were then taught about different
techniques for learning and coaching such as the bath tub method where
you start feedback with a positive then say the negative finishing on a
positive note. Other tasks experienced were being placed onto a blanket
which had to be turned over without anybody falling off; jumping initially
onto six mats then gradually each mat being removed; the gutterball
challenge where we were split into two teams to get tennis balls round the

circuit. Finally after lunch we did the blindfold task which involved being blindfolded for 30minutes during which time we

had to decide which parts of a puzzle were missing by determining the shape and the colour.

Y10 and 11 Students visit Clothes Show in Birmingha m

On Tuesday 8th December Yr 10 and 12 Fashion and
Clothing and Textiles students visited the Clothes show at
the NEC in Birmingham. The students thoroughly enjoyed
the hour long fashion show and then toured the rest of the
show viewing college stands and finding out the trends and
forecasts for the next year. This research will form a vital
part of their coursework folders as it shows them
experiencing the real world of Fashion, however some
bargains were also found and purchased.

ENGINEERING

Lego League and ‘Engineering: Girls can do it too’ Programme

Congratulations to our team of Y9 girls who came third in the North West Region Lego League finals in
December. This year’s Lego League theme was linked to ecological transport. The girls are participating in

the ‘Engineering: Girls can do it too’ Programme in conjunction with Macclesfield College and had great fun

at the Launch of the Programme in November when they joined girls from other schools there to build and fly model
aircraft.

Engineering for Real!

We are fortunate to have the support of Siemens again
this year on the Engineering Education Scheme (EES).
Three sixth formers (Alex Sadler, Aaron Duckworth and
Strachan McCormick) have been set an engineering
problem to solve as an EES project. If their solution is
good enough, Siemens may incorporate it into their
production line. Late in December, the boys together with
Robert Key (an engineer at Siemens), spent three days at
Liverpool University working on a solution to the
problem which is related to testing a component used in
a Siemens product. The workshop session gave rise to
several unexpected challenges that really tested the
organisational skills of the boys - much as would be
expected in any real project. The boys enjoyed the period
both  from an engineering perspective and for
the opportunity to socialise with other team members from
schools across the North West.

Over the next few months
they will complete the project
and submit their
documentation for review and
assessment by a panel
of engineering specialists.
The project ends in April with
the boys doing a series of

presentations to senior

Strachan McCormick and Alex Sadler, ; ;
. . engineering managers.
with Engineer Robert Key 9 9 9
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Engineering Day 2 Dec 09

Children from around the area gathered at CHS to take part
in the Axis Engineering Challenge. Sixty-four Y8 gifted and
talented children took the opportunity to test their skills in a
series of tasks based on the scenario of running a company
manufacturing fork lift truck. They came from Sandbach
Boys, Woodhouse Middle, Eaton Bank, Alsager and
Brownhills. Each team was supported by representatives
from local companies BAE Systems, Senior Aerospace and
SMS Mevac as well as motivational experts from the RAF
and Army.

This Engineering Day is one of a number of regular events
that Congleton High School runs throughout the year to
raise the profile of engineering in local schools and in the
wider community. The pictures show the winning team
"Knives and Forks-Lift Trucks" and another team with their
fork-lift trucks.



Moonwatch at CHS

Looking at the moon through binoculars or with a telescope is a fascinating
experience - especially if you have never done it before. We recently held a
Moonwatch which was an after-school event for parents and children.
Fortunately the sky was clear and we were rewarded with a superb view of
the moon. Star of the event was sixth-former Aaron Duckworth who
impressed everyone with his knowledge of astronomy. He was able to
identify individual craters on the moon and even showed us Jupiter's
moons! Parents and children left with a pack of resources which we hope
will encourage them to continue their observations over the Christmas
period

Sporting News

Cross Country

Would parents of cross country runners representing South Cheshire please note that the Championships have
been re-arranged and will now take place on Saturda y 23rd January 2010 and not _ 16th January. The time and
programme remain the same.

Results from the Championships will be featured in next month’s newsletter.

SEN Multisports Afternoon

On Friday 11th December the SEN Department hosted a Multisports afternoon run by Jeff Kelly, Cheshire Sports Co-
ordinator (inclusion). A group of 20 students were invited to take part in a number of new sports including curling, target
bowls and wheelchair volley ball. The afternoon was a great success and gave teaching assistants and PE staff lots of
ideas for making PE lessons more inclusive. Thanks go to Mrs Dunn for organising this event and a big thank you to all
the Yearl0 sports leaders who helped out as well.

School Sports Coordinator Partnership News by Mr Margolan

On December 9th, CHS hosted the partnership ‘Road to
Wembley' football tournament. This competition is a 6-a-
side girl's event played on astro turf. It was contested by
primary schools from Congleton, Alsager, Middlewich,
Holmes Chapel and Sandbach. The competition was jointly
won by 2 Congleton schools, Daven and Black Firs
(pictured).

Both schools will go on to represent the ‘Sandbach Sports
Partnership’ in the next round. If either school keeps
winning, they will eventually get to play at Wembley! Good
luck girls.

In January CHS is launching a new PE scheme for the sixth form. Students will be able to access some of the PE
facilities and equipment at certain times and participate in football, netball, table tennis, badminton and fitness. It is
hoped this scheme will improve the opportunity for our sixth formers to become fitter and healthier. Students that have
not yet registered for the scheme, and would like to, or just want more information, should speak to Mr Margolan.
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SIXTH FORM NEWS

Teaching and Learning

Year 12 and 13 students have been involved in a project to develop Sixth Form Teaching and Learning.
Following the work that a group of them did last year with sixth formers from other local schools, six
students attended a conference at Alsager School where they were coached on how to improve their
study skills and their examination techniques. These students then trained a team of fourteen more sixth
formers, who, in turn trained the whole of the sixth form in the techniques. We are delighted that sixth
formers have taken on the responsibility for improving their own learning so enthusiastically and were
impressed with the teaching skills that they demonstrated when leading a class in activities.

Parents of sixth form students can find out more about what their child has been learning on 4 February,
when they will be invited to an evening event to give them ideas on how they can support their child in
their studies. The evening will also give parents a further opportunity to collect the resources that were
first made available on Target-setting Day to give them more information about their child’'s studies.

Sixth Form Ethics Day

Our sixth formers enjoyed a special event on Wednesday 25 November — an Ethics Day run with the
help of Associate Teachers from Keele University. The day was inspired by the social, economic and
ethical issues raised in the film Blood Diamonds and focused on the personal and political aspects of a
global community.

Students attended workshops with titles such as:

You don’t need to be a dog to obey
The bling of charisma and the bang of corruption
If | ruled the world.

They were prompted to consider a wide range of questions, including,

Why are some people better off than others?
Why do some people think they know what is good for others?
-What can we do to stop people harming others?

This is the first time we have organised such an event and students were asked to tell us what they
thought of the day. Completed evaluation forms showed us that 82% had enjoyed the day and had been
made to think and 85% had learned about new issues and ideas.

THIS MONTH — JANUARY

Mon 11—Mon 1 Feb | AS/A2 exams BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS IS BACK!

Tokens can be found in The Times and

Mon 11—Fri 15 Jan | Y10 Young Apprentice Work Experience

Sunday Times. Please cut them out and

Wed 13 Jan Mock Exam Results hand them into the LRC where they can be

Thur 14 Jan Y11 Parents’ Evening exchanged for books. Please make every

effort to collect these tokens. Thank you.
Mon 18 Jan Y11 Theatre Trip

Thur 21 Jan Y9 Languages afternoon

Thur 21 Jan Governors Sub Committee meeting

NEXT MONTH—FEBRUARY

Tues 2 Feb Y8 Parents Evening In view of the weather conditions last week

the PIP meeting on the 5th January was

Thurs 4 Feb Sixth Form Parents Information evening .
- cancelled. A fresh date will be announced
Wed 10 Feb Gifted & Talented Art Event in due course and anybody interested in
Thur 11 Feb Valentines Disco (evening) attending should check the school website
Thur 11 Feb Governors Sub Committee meeting for details.
Friday 12 Feb School closes for half term holiday
Mr D Hermitt

Head

Head: Mr D Hermitt BEng, PGCE, MEd, NPQH
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