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Dear Parent / Carer 

We are now at the start of the final term of the school year.  GCSE, AS and A Level Examinations will be 
starting over the next few weeks and Y11 students are considering their options for further education.    
 
Our Sixth Form Centre provides a superb facility for our students. We have seen some of the best 
results the school has ever achieved as a result of the hard work of staff and students.   Mrs Wendy 
March, head of Sixth Form is the person to contact to find out more about the opportunities for 
September 2010.  You can access detailed information from the website www.sixthformchs.com.    
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Career Advice 

As part of a programme to encourage our students to aim as high as they can in their future aspirations, 
we have been able to provide a number of opportunities for them to find out more information:  
 
· One group of students attended a ‘So you want to be a doctor’ conference held at Keele University. 

The students were able to listen to talks by current medical students, the Admissions Officer at a 
Medical School and to professors and doctors who lecture on medical courses at a range of 
universities.  They also took part in interactive sessions in the laboratories and in the Anatomy 
Resource Room. 

 
· Another group of students were able to spend time talking 

to a vet about her career and the preparation she had to 
do before achieving her goal. The students heard all 
about her profession and were given pointers and tips on 
what they should be doing now to ensure they gain a 
place to study Veterinary Science at university. The 
students came out of the session enthused and motivated 
to get the high examination grades that will be essential to 
them. 

     
Other events coming up this year are a University Experience Day for a group of Key Stage 3 students, 
a Pure Potential event for Year 11 students who have applied to join our Sixth Form and are aspiring to 
gain a place at the highest-ranking (Russell Group) universities and the chance for a group of Key Stage 
4 and 5 students to visit Oxford or Cambridge University.   
 
It is hoped to provide further talks from other professionals on a regular basis.  If you are able to support 
the school by providing a similar insight into your career then please contact Mrs March at the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vet, Alison Swinney, talking to students  
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ENGINEERING 

Npower Climate Cops 
Our Year 8 Npower Climate Cops enjoyed a very special day at the ‘Thinktank’ Science Museum in 
Birmingham on 24th March.  This was the venue for the celebration day and finals of the National Npower 
SOS Climate Cops Competition.  Our students were photographed there with judge, Alastair Campbell, 
and watched film clips of themselves and their project ‘Can’t Bear Rubbish’.  As part of the project, the team built a large 
bear (the ‘Congleton Bear’) to promote saving litter.  They also spent a day in London in October and a week in the Lake 
District in November, learning about the environment and ways in which they could support the environment.  Mr 
Campbell complimented our team on their theme and film and, although they didn’t win the competition, they can be 
proud of their achievement in reaching the finals as all projects involved were of a very high standard indeed.  Leah 
McCusker deserves a special mention for the way she spoke very articulately in an ‘on the spot’ interview’ on camera 
and in front of the audience of approximately 150.  The students were treated to a tour of the ‘Thinktank’ to end the day. 
 
Congratulations again to the team (Ronan Clayton, Lucy Edwards, Sam Hopkins, Kieren Sefton, Michael Unett, Caitlin 
Walton, Conor Leese, Olivia Adeodu, Leah McCusker and Emma Vennard) for all their efforts and thanks to Miss Loring, 
who gave up a great deal of time to lead the team, and to Mr Baxendale, Miss Lees and Mr Dalton for all their help too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Bang Science and Engineering Fair G-MEX March 2 010 
One of the ways in which we try to enthuse our pupils about science and engineering is to take them on educational 
visits. The Big Bang Fair is an annual event for children, that is normally held in London.  However, this year it was to be 
held in Manchester. Competition for places was fierce but we managed to secure 50 places. Children from Years 7, 8 
and 9 were selected to attend. 

On arrival, the size of the event became apparent – it was huge! Many of 
the hundreds of stands were manned by children and young people 
making the whole event very accessible for our children. They lost no time 
in exploring the exciting science and engineering that there was to see 
and experience. All around there were lights, bangs, pops, whizzes and 
whirs as the various stands displayed their projects. 

When we met to attend a robotics workshop, many of the children were 
already weighed down with science and engineering “freebies” from the 
stands they had visited. After an hour of robotics where we saw a cute 
robot dog and had a Mexican-wave scanned by a LIDAR (laser scanner) 
we re-entered the exhibition for a final time. 
 
An exhilarating day for both students and staff. 

 

Climate Cops with Bear Climate Cops at the National Final Climate Cops with Alistair Campbell 

 

l to r—Sophie Hammond, Molly Dobson, 
Annie Ball, Emily Harris, Alexandra 
Edwardson and Jordon Duckworth 

Sporting Achievements 

Aviva Northwest Sportshall Athletics Championships.   

Congleton High School's  Y7 boys athletics team went to Leigh 
Sports village on March 22nd accompanied by 8 parents/
grandparents. The team were representing Cheshire schools 
and competed against schools representing Lancashire, Greater 
Manchester and Merseyside. The competition created a great 
atmosphere and was an exhausting experience even for the 
spectators. Congleton were brilliant in the track events, winning 
3 out of 6, and came in the top 3 in 4 of the 5 'field' events. The 
atmosphere was tense as the results were read out. Congleton 

and SXF were the last 2 schools left as points were given in the reverse order. Although Congleton were pipped at the 
post by 2 points, they were outstanding and a credit to all concerned. Schools in the competition were Ormskirk 
Grammar, Urmston Grammar, St Monica's, Caldey Grange. Morecambe and Helsby (one of the strongest athletics 
schools on Cheshire). Mrs Arnold would like to thank those who made the journey to support their children. 
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During January and February, Y6 Gifted and Talented PE students from CHS cluster primary schools 
attended a multi-skills academy at CHS every Friday. They were joined by CHS Y7 students George Hooper, Meagan 
Jackson, Daniel Needham, Leah Bentley, Oscar Neves and Robyn Houston. 

On January 14th CHS hosted the annual Y6 
Sports hall athletics competition. Astbury, 
Black Firs, Daven, Quinta and Smallwood all 
brought up to 18 students along to compete 
in a range of running, throwing and jumping 
events. This  was a great success, with lots 
of excitement, enthusiasm and noise! A major factor was the excellent support given from our Y11, 12 and 13; over 20 
sports leaders did a great job umpiring, organising and encouraging. Thank you to all sports leaders for your time. The 
event was closely contested right up to the final relay, with Smallwood just narrowly beaten by Black Firs. 

On January 28th CHS and Eaton Bank co-hosted a swimming event, ‘aquasplash’, for Y3 and 4 children at Congleton 
Leisure Centre. This event is based around team relays and having fun, different from the traditional gala. The event 
was led both in and out of the pool by some of the CHS and EB most able swimmers, who did a superb job. Many 
thanks to Ellie Jones (Y12), Guy Neves, Scott Coutts, Liam McLuckie, Grace Henderson, Tom Mellor (Y10), Sophie 
Pyatt, Chelsea Oliver (Y9) and Shannon Friel (Y8). 

During February half-term a number of the sixth form have been involved in sports leadership training. Lawrence Carr, 
Oli Gates, Dan Pass, Andy Miles, Graeme Wolfenden and Liam Joyce all attended a full day at the Sandbach High 
Leadership Academy. Sessions on coaching netball, cricket, badminton and rugby were on offer. Lawrence, Oli and 
Josh Walford also attended a full days training with Cheshire FA, at Chester, developing coaching and refereeing skills. 

On March 2nd CHS hosted round 2 of the Y6 Hi5 netball league, involving 10 of the CHS and EB primary schools. 
Thanks to Daphne Wright from Black Firs plus Lucy Richards and Rachel Vickers in Y11. Thanks also to Josh Barard 
(Y13) for his javelin coaching with Y5/6 pupils at Black Firs.   

School Sports Coordinator Partnership 

 

 

Football  
Congratulations to our Y7 boys footballers who are in the final of the South Cheshire Cup.  They won their quarter final 
5-2 against Malbank with some outstanding performances.  Man of the match was Daniel Needham who set up 3 goals 
and defended magnificently.  They then went on to beat Shavington 3-2 after extra time in the semi finals with goals 
from James Hodgetts, Maxwell Berkeley and Brian Barton.  Again there were many excellent performances but non 
better than Jack Rodgers who was tremendous in Centre Midfield.  The final should take place after Easter. 

Netball 
The Y8 netball teams proved to be  the strongest school at the recent 
South Cheshire Schools Tournament. The 8A team finished convincing 
winners after beating six schools on the way to the final. They won all the 
section games and then beat Holmes Chapel in the semi-finals and 
Alsager in the final. The 8A team has yet to be beaten having won the 
league and the tournament last year and this year. 8B played five schools 
in their tournament and only lost to Sandbach, finishing runners up. 

The Y7A and B teams competed in the South Cheshire netball Tournament on Tuesday.  For some of the B team this 
was their first competition this year. They played some good netball finishing in 4th place out of 8 schools. The A team 
qualified for the semi-finals beating 5 schools on the way. In this round they beat Eaton Bank 8-2 and then met Alsager 
who beat Kingsgrove 10-0.  The final was a close game but Alsager made a better start and Congleton could never find 
the extra goals. The final score was 6-4 to Alsager. Congratulations to Louise Forster and Meagan Jackson who were 
voted best team players by their opponents. 

Hockey 
Y7, 8, 9 and 10 girls hockey teams have all won the Sandbach partnership hockey league. During the season not one of 
the Congleton Hockey teams has been beaten! A very successful season for all the girls. Congratulations!!  

Swimming 
On Friday 26 February the CHS Sharks represented the school at the Rotary Club of Congleton’s annual Swimathon to 
raise money for local charities.  The team, comprising Team Captain Kieran Sefton and Billy Dodson from Year 8 and 
Josh Carr, Meagan Jackson, Leah Bentley, Harry Holland and Emma Ingle from Year 7, notched up 161 lengths in 55 
minutes and raised £143 in sponsorship.   
 
This is the fourth year that the CHS Sharks have represented the school at the Swimathon and have raised in total 
almost £800 in sponsorship for local charities. 
 
Tennis 
If students have any spare tennis racquets lying ar ound at home that are in good condition and not bei ng used 
the PE staff would be grateful if you would like to  donate them to the school for PE lessons. 

                8A Winners                       8B Runners Up 
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Geography Field Trip to Iceland by Dan Carter 10CM 

After months of waiting March 29th finally arrived and we set off on our Icelandic adventure.   First stop, 
Blue Lagoon where the water is heated by a volcano with natural hotspots in the water.  We spent the 
afternoon floating around and relaxing.  The next day we set out to see the mid-Atlantic ridge, the only 
visible plate tectonic in the world, and wandered through the middle of the two plates.  Our tour guide, 
Frederic, told us how the plates were moving apart and throughout the trip provided us with interesting 
facts about Iceland and its history.  After visiting the ridge we tried our luck at riding purebred Icelandic 
horses.  On Wednesday after a long but worthwhile journey, we visited two spectacular waterfalls.  Later 
that evening we took an enjoyable walk to see the volcano.  We were unable to get near enough to see 

the lava although we did see the glow from it in the distance.  
Whilst we were out we were shown the North Star and Ryan’s 
Belt in the night sky.   On arrival back at the hotel we were 
thrilled to witness the Northern Lights.  People stood in awe at 
the sight.   On the final day we set out on a whale watching trip.  
Unfortunately we did not see any living whales although we did 
come across one on the beach that had died a few days earlier.  
The size of the whale was amazing.   

The trip was thoroughly enjoyable and we all loved every minute 
of it.  New friends were made and we also got to see some 
fantastic natural features of the world! 
 

Mrs Wilson-Jones would like to thank staff and stud ents for helping to making the trip such a 
wonderful experience.  The students were extremely well behaved and were a credit to 
themselves and the school 
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Mr D Hermitt 
Head 

 

Head:  Mr D Hermitt BEng, PGCE, MEd, NPQH 
Congleton High School, Box Lane, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4NS 

t:  01260 387000  f:  01260 275477  e: enquiries@congleton.cheshire.sch.uk   
w:www.congleton.cheshire.sch.uk �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visiting the spectacular waterfalls 

Sports Relief 

Y9 students took up the challenge of completing a mile 
for Sport Relief. Students worked together to find the 
most inventive ways to complete the mile. Some decided 
they would play safe and simply run or walk the distance. 
Others went a little further by attempting to crawl or skip, 
however, one group of boys managed to leap-frog the 
entire distance.  The whole event was organised by the 
Year 9 Council. Representatives from each form spoke to 
the rest of the year-group in assembly; they wrote letters 
to students and parents to advertise the event and 
helped to collect donations.   To date the sum of £300 
has been raised from this event. 
 
Y10 students organised a penalty shootout 
competition against teachers during the lunch 
break.  £30 was raised at this popular event. 

 

THIS MONTH – APRIL 

Fri 16th April INSET (Closed to Students) 

Mon 19-Fri 23 April Y10 Apprentice Work Experience 

Mon 19 April Maths Circus 

Thur 22 April Special Full Governing Body mtg 

Mon 26-Fri 30 April GCSE Orals 

Thur 29 April Y10 Parents Evening 

Mon 3 May  Bank Holiday (School closed) 

Thur 6 May Governors Sub-Committee mtg 

NEXT MONTH—MAY 

Thur 15 April Africa Day 

Students are expected to wear 
appropriate trainers for sports lessons. 
This requirement is for obvious health 
and safety reasons.   Please could you 
ensure that your child has the correct 
footwear for PE lessons. 

PE Department—Health & Safety Issues 


