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Dear Parent / Carer 

Welcome to Issue 9 of our monthly newsletter.  I 
hope you enjoy reading some of the interesting 
activities that have been going on in school.    

We are now at the beginning of the exam 
season.  Y11, 12 and 13 students will shortly be 
finishing for study leave.   I hope you all join with 
me in wishing them the very best in their 
examinations.   
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Africa Day for Y8 

As part of our work as an International School, 
on 15th April, Y8 students took part in a day of 
activities related to Africa. The aim of the day 
was to raise student awareness of African culture 
and our links with South African schools. 
 
Stars of the day were the 'Mighty Zulu Nation' 
Dance Team who taught students traditional Zulu 
songs and dances in a series of workshops. 
They ended the day with a fantastic showcase of 
singing and dancing performed by the Zulus and 
the whole of Year 8. 
 
Other activities during the day included African 
beading, with students each making a beaded 
lizard with Mrs Hilditch, Mrs Garbett and various 
visitors. Students also looked at the harrowing 
effects of extreme poverty in a 'Slum survivor' 
workshop run by Jeff Cutts from New Life Church 
and a Christian Aid workshop run by Dave 
Hardman. They were given an insight into 
African culture in a Gambian workshop delivered 
by Debi Whittaker from the Cheshire Youth Hub 
and some produced a factfile on South Africa 
with Mrs Ross. 
 
Year 8 students had a wonderful day and we are 
very grateful to the staff and visitors who worked 
very hard to prepare activities for the day.    

'Mighty Zulu Nation' Dance Team with Y8 students 

Mathemagician (Y7 Maths) 

On Friday 30 April, Andrew Jeffrey visited the 
school to give Y7 pupils a magic maths show. It 
was thoroughly enjoyable from start to finish, 
causing much discussion and enthusiasm. A lot of 
exciting, challenging and stimulating maths was 
performed and executed in all sessions which 
grabbed the pupils` attention throughout. 

National 3 Peaks Challenge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 2nd June this year, five of our sixth form 
students will be attempting the National 3 Peaks 
Challenge.   They will be attempting to climb the 3 
highest mountains in England, Scotland and 
Wales (Scafell Pike, Ben Nevis and Snowdon) in 
under 24 hours.   Olly Gates, Tom Mullins, Nathan 
Hudson, Josh Oakes and Tom Rymer are hoping 
to raise over £2,000 for two cancer related 
charities; Cancer Research UK and The Stan 
Bowley Cyberknife Trust, whose aim, is to install a 
revolutionary Cyberknife machine in the north-
west of England.   During the challenge the lads 
will have climbed a distance of over 60 miles and 
a height of nearly 10,000 feet.   Lots of you have 
already donated, but further sponsorship and 
donations will be much appreciated as they get 
closer to their target of £2,000.  Donations can be 
made through www.justgiving,co.uk/tjno or by 
speaking to one of the students. 
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On Wednesday 28th April Y7 invited Y8 students to their Spring Charity Fair to raise money for their chosen charity.  
There was an amazing variety of stalls ranging from sales of Raspberry Smoothies, beautiful home-made cakes, guess 
the name of the teddy, guess the name of the cat, to guessing how many sweets in the jar, and how many marsh 
mallows can you fit in your mouth!    

The tutor group who raised the most money all together will be announced in Assembly in two weeks time. Many thanks 
to all Y7 tutors for helping with the organisation, and all the students participated in such a wonderful spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AstraZeneca Science Prizes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Berisford’s Competition 

As part of the 'Berisfords Competition' the Option K, BTEC Level 2 Award -
Fashion and Clothing students have been working with Berisfords Ribbons 
for the past 4 months.  
  
In January the students visited the factory in Congleton and had a tour with 
the Managing Director, Maurice Beaumont, and the Marketing Director, 
Fiona Hampton.  This involved all the sights, sounds and smells of the 
industrial process of ribbon making.   
  
Students were set the task to design a handbag mostly made of ribbon, 
using ribbons generously supplied by Berisfords.  Also students had to 
submit a 100 word piece of written work that would support their design, 
explaining their design process, choice of ribbons and their thoughts on the 
target market suitable for their product. 
 

The final products were extremely impressive in both the concept and construction of the bags.  A wide variety of textiles 
techniques were used including knitting, weaving, crochet, embroidery and appliqué.  The standard of finish was 
particularly exquisite; the bags these students made would not look out of place in designer shops as such a high 
standard had been achieved. 
  
Hope Bennett won the competition prize of £100, Lucy Harris won second prize of £70 and Kerry Ann Shufflebotham 
won third prize of £30. 
 
All the students were praised for their efforts and they made the judge’s job particularly difficult.  The group who enter 
the competition next year will have to work very hard to compete with the exceptional standard this group has set . 
 
Engineering Education Scheme  -  http://www.engineering-education.org.uk 

Aaron Duckworth and Strachan McCormick recently took part in the 
prestigious Engineering Education Scheme. In partnership with 
Siemens, they worked on developing a solution to a production testing 
problem. Several months of hard work were required before they were 
invited to present their solution at Liverpool University along with other 
teams from the North West. Mike Turner of Siemens, said “I was 
particularly impressed with their enthusiasm, hard work and ability to 
meet tight deadlines under pressure.” 
 
In recognition of their outstanding achievements, Aaron and Strachan 
were given the Engineering Education Scheme award which will help 
them in the ever increasing competition for places at the top Universities. 

Congratulations to Y12 students, James Edmondson, 
Emily Heades and Strachan McCormick, winners of this 
year’s prestigious AstraZeneca Science Prizes.  Early in 
the term, we were delighted to welcome Lorraine Hassall, 
from AstraZeneca, to CHS.  Lorraine spoke to 6th form 
students in assembly and presented the students with £50 
each and a certificate for the top AS module scores in 
Chemistry (James), Biology (Emily) and Physics 
(Strachan). 

ENGINEERING 

 

Back Row l to r, F Hampton, Maurice Beaumont and  
R Hinckley (Chair of Governors).   

Front Row l to r, L Harris, H Bennett and K Shufflebotham 

L Hassall, S McCormick, E Heades, J Edmondson and D Hermitt  

L-R Strachan McCormick, Mike Turner (Siemens), 
Aaron Duckworth  

Y7 Spring Charity Fair by Mrs. McNulty  
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Football by Mr Abel 
Congratulations to our Y7 boys footballers who won the South Cheshire Cup with an emphatic 5-1 win over 
Alsager.  The score line does reflect how the game panned out with Congleton playing extremely well and missing a 
hatful of chances as well as scoring 5.  All the team were outstanding and showed tremendous technical and tactical 
ability.  The passing and movement off the ball in particular was of a standard way beyond their years.  The goal scorers 
were Brian Barton (2), Daniel Needham, Max Berkeley and Lewis Dunn.  Man of the match went to Sam Spooner but it 
could easily have gone to any of the players.  I look forward to carrying on the good work which we have started this 
year with the ultimate aim the double next year. 

National Aviva Sportshall Athletics Finals 
Peter Crean 10DA represented Cheshire under 15 boys on Sunday 18th April in the National Aviva Sportshall athletics 
finals at the NEC in Birmingham. The Cheshire team had won the north-west regional finals in Wigan in March where 
Peter won an individual gold medal in the speed bounce event and medals in the 4-lap race and relay. The Cheshire 
boys team were not in the top 3 on Sunday, but they put up a good performance against 11 other teams from across the 
UK. 

Cricket 
Nicholas Atkinson in Y10, he has again been selected for the Cheshire County Cricket team this time at Under 15 
level.  This is the seventh year running he has been selected to represent the County which is magnificent 
achievement.   We wish every success to Nicholas on the up and coming season. 

Cross Country 
Congratulations to Sam Whitehead 8MC who recently qualified for the UK English Schools to represent Cheshire in 
Manchester.  He was placed 4th in the Cheshire Team being one of four Y8 students to represent the Y8/9 team.  He 
was placed in the top 100 out of 400 runners the majority of which were Y9.   He also qualified in 3rd position to 
represent Cheshire at Birmingham in the UK Cross Country and World Trials on the 13th March where he was placed in 
the top 50 overall out of 400 runners from across the country.  He came 4th in the Cheshire Team.   

Sporting Achievements 

In early March, over 40 year 3 and 4 students from Astbury, Black Firs, Daven, Quinta and Woodcock’s 
Well attended a racket sports festival at CHS. Based around badminton and squash, the event was led 
by Mr Naylor’s Y11 sports leaders’ class. The leaders ran a series of skills and fun games under the guidance of 
badminton specialist John Ascroft. 
 
Y3 and 4 Siemen’s Cup football tournament at CHS  
The same sports leaders group hosted this after school tournament. It was almost 
entirely planned and delivered by Y11, including the refereeing. Over 10 Congleton 
primary schools participated including Astbury, Black Firs, Daven, Quinta, Scholar 
Green and Smallwood from the CHS cluster. 
 
Festival of Girl’s Football 
Mrs Arnold and Miss Meredith’s Y10 sports leaders planned and hosted a festival of 
girls’ football at CHS. Over 50 year 4,5 and 6 girls from Astbury, Black Firs, Daven, 
Quinta, Scholar Green and Smallwood were mixed together into new teams and 
participated in skills and games delivered  by the Y10 leaders. Thanks to all the Option 
K Sports Leaders and staff for their contribution to primary sport so far. 
 
Sports Relief 
On March 19th every child at Smallwood primary, along with many of the staff, ran the 
‘Golden Mile’ course in support of Sports Relief followed at the end of the day by a 
number of parents. The event was organised by Miss Kerrison. 
 
Netball 
In April CHS hosted the third and final round of the Y5 and 6 Hi5 netball league. The 
top 2 teams could not have finished closer, with Black Firs and Mosley equal on points, 
and Black Firs winning by goal difference. Both teams go through to the partnership 
final; Good luck! 

Cross Country 
April 21st marked the first of 3 cross country events hosted by Daven and organised by 
Mr Tamplin, involving most of the Congleton primary schools. This week also saw the 
start of the after school cricket club at CHS every Friday, for Astbury and Quinta pupils. 
This club is delivered by CHS students from various years, who are all involved in 
cricket themselves at a good level. Thanks so far to John Copeland and Iain Wolfenden 
from Y13, Peter Stirk from Y12, and Nick Atkinson and Sammy Morgan from Y10, who 
all have been fantastic. 

School Sports Coordinator  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Y3 and 4 Siemen’s Cup  

Festival of Girl’s Football 
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If parents are bringing items into school for their 
children could they please arrange to meet their 
child at Main Reception as students are not 
allowed to go out to the front of school during 
break and lunchtimes.   This is an important 
safety measure. 

DELIVERIES FOR STUDENTS  

Mr D Hermitt 
Head 

THIS MONTH – MAY 

Thur 6 May (eve) Governors Sub Committee 

10 May—30 June Exams 
10 May—14  May A Level Orals 

Wed 12 May Last Day for Y12 students 

Fri 14 May  Last day for compulsory lessons 
for Y11 

17 May—21 May A Level Art Exams 

Thur 20 May (eve) Governors Sub Committee 

Fri 28 May Last Day for Y13 students 

Fri 28 May School Closes for Half Term 

Mon 7 June School Re-Opens 

Tues 8 June (eve) PIP Meeting 

NEXT MONTH—JUNE 

 

Head:  Mr D Hermitt BEng, PGCE, MEd, NPQH 
Congleton High School, Box Lane, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4NS 

t:  01260 387000  f:  01260 275477  e: enquiries@congleton.cheshire.sch.uk   
w:www.congleton.cheshire.sch.uk �

Music Department 

Congratulations to the following students who  
recently passed their Singing Examinations: 

Ella Davis Y13 Grade 3 Distinction;   
Anna Kemball Y13 Grade 5 Distinction;   
Jordan Harding-Pointon Y10 Grade 3 Distinction;  
Shannon Friel Y8  Grade 1 Merit;    
Leah Smith Y9 —Grade   2 Pass. 

Rotary Young Chef Competition 

On Tuesday 11th May 15 keen Y9 chefs will 
battle it out to decide which 8 are going 
through to the local heats against Eaton Bank 
on Wednesday 16th June.  Standards are very 
high - so lets hope our young chefs can im-
press the judges to win the rotary club shield 
this year.     Good luck to all those taking part.  

Congleton High School Mock Elections 

During Guidance on Wednesday 28th April a whole school Mock General Election 
took place.  The table below sets out the results—do they compare to the real 
results? 

Year Group  Lib Dems  Lab Con Spoiled Papers  Voter Turnout  

7 45 10 17 1 43% 

8 67 18 43 16 80% 

9 84 5 31 25 81% 

10 77 13 40 6 76% 

11 66 25 33 9 74% 

6th Form 62 18 21 7 70% 

Whole School 
votes  401 89 185 64 69% 

Whole School %  54% 12% 25% 9%   

Sainsbury Active Kids 10 Vouchers and Tesco 
Computers for Schools Vouchers are now avail-
able in store until June.  Please collect vouchers 
on behalf of the school.  Collection boxes are 
available the Student reception. 

VOUCHERS 


