Page 1

Dear Parent / Carer

Welcome to the New Academic Year and in particular to our new staff and students.
We shall continue to promote Equality in school and students are learning more
about this during their Assemblies this week. Parents are invited to provide their
input into how the school promotes Equality.

As reported in the last Newsletter, the school became a Foundation School as from

the 1st September.

The Governing Body now employ staff and we have a new

Chair of Governors, Mr Richard Hinckley, with Vice-Chair, Mr Richard Benson. A
document containing Governor Profiles can be found on the school website along
with other documents relating to Foundation Status for anybody wishing to obtain
further information.

Parent Questionnaires are available to complete on line for the first time this year. Please go to our
website where you will be guided to the questionnaire. For any parents who do not have access to the
internet, paper copies will continue to be available for completing at Parent Evenings throughout the

year.

RECORD BREAKING EXAM RESULTS

GCSE Results

Staff and students are celebrating the best ever GCSE results. Students have continued to impress by
setting a new school record of 85% 5+A* - C beating the previous record of 71% set in 2006. The girls
have done exceptionally well.

Girls

5A* - C 92%
5A*-C inc Eng & Maths |62%
1A*-C 100%

Emma Shackley, Amy Reeve, Sarah Kemball and
Amy Reeve all scored over 700 points along with
Hazel Rowley (not photographed)

A Level Results
Once again students celebrate outstanding results setting another school record of 54% A/B grades an
increase from the record achievement last year of 49%.

Top subjects

Drama 100% A/B grades
Maths 9 A grades
Psychology | 7 A grades
Biology 5 A grades
English 84% A/B grades

Top students

Rear: Tom Redfern, James Wood, Ryan Atkinson, Daniel Westwood
Front: Sarah Ford, Jenna Pearce



ENGINEERING NEWS by Mrs Bartley

Engineering Week

As usual, there was no ‘wind down’ for CHS staff and students in the last week of term but lots
of frenetic activity and fun in our annual Engineering Week. The aims of the week included the
development of ‘transferable’ skills (we call them ‘Engineering Skills and Aptitudes’) such as team
work, communication, problem-solving and creativity.

Activities included Year 7 designing and constructing Zoo enclosures, Year 8 building motor boats and Year 9 creating
kites and taking part in a Scrap Heap Challenge. Year 10 rose brilliantly to the challenge of creating news reports in
various forms and Year 12 had great fun developing team building skills with the RAF and Army.

Y7 constructing zoo enclosures Y8 Boat Building Y9 Scrap H&imllenge Y10 News Report Y12 Team Bding

There were visits to Chester Zoo, Astbury Mere (watersports), the Blue Planet, the Albert Dock (with a tour on the
whacky Yellow Duckmarine), Alton Towers, Staffordshire University and Blackpool. We were delighted to have a
number of visitors bringing their own expertise to support our events. As well as the RAF and Army, (our regular team!)
we had staff from Bentley, Total People, LNWR and New Life Church.

Mission Virgin Galactic

The end of term was also an exciting time for our Mission Virgin Galactic team, Deepa Chand, Charlotte Goodwin,
Megan Hull-Steward and Abbie Loughran. On Thursday 16" July, the girls travelled to the Royal International Air Tattoo
in Gloucestershire, with Science staff, Mr Thomas and Mrs Taylor, where they presented their ‘Space Cozee’ suit to a
panel of judges on Friday 17". Our girls were among only 8 teams to reach this national final and, although they didn't
win a trip to New Mexico, they performed extremely well and were presented with a limited edition prototype of the Virgin
Galactic ‘Spaceship Two’, which will be launched in the near future. This is on display in the entrance hall so watch out
for it there. Well done, girls!

SMS Mevac
You may have read about the great support we have had from SMS Mevac over the past
couple of years. We are delighted to report that the company has been presented with the
Queen’s Award for Enterprise for International Trade. During the holidays, Mrs Bartley was
pleased to attend the presentation of the Award by the Lord Lieutenant for Cheshire to Craig
Priday, MD of SMS Mevac. Our warm congratulations to Craig and the staff of SMS Mevac.
SMS Mevac judging final of

i ) Y9 Design Ciompetition
Nuffield Bursary Science Awards

During the summer, two of our dedicated 6" Form students, Rachel Grundy and Nick Davies, spent a challenging month
conducting research as part of the prestigious Nuffield Bursary Awards Scheme, Rachel working on a project with
Unilever and Nick on one with AstraZeneca. They will present their research at a celebration evening in Liverpool early
next month and will each receive a Gold Crest Award in addition to the Nuffield Award.

Any Y12 student who would like to apply for a Nuffi eld Bursary placement for next summer should see Mi ss Bentley .

NPOWER GREEN SOS COMPETITION—Miss Loring

Congratulations to the npower Green SOS competition team! Our competition
entry ‘Can’t Bear Rubbish?’ has earned us a place in the final ten schools
from all around the country. The group of ten year 8 students are going to
build a sculpture of the Congleton Town Bear out of litter over the next few
months. They have won £1000 to help fund this, as well as visits to London
and the Lake District to enhance their knowledge and understanding of sus-
tainable issues. The winning school will receive a £20,000 Green Fund to
support the implementation of energy saving measures around the school and
each student will receive a Mac Notebook Computer. Runner up prize is a
£10,000 Green Fund and each student receives a bicycle. Well done and
good luck in the next stage of the competition.
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Upper School News

Year 12 Mock Trial

Year 12 students spent many hours preparing for their annual Mock Trial. This
year saw Jenny Stewart in the dock charged with arson. Prosecuting her were
Sarah Higgins and Matt King, but despite putting forward some very strong
arguments, the Defence barristers (Steph Braley and Steve Harris) secured
Jenny’s freedom. Expert witnesses Poppy Schofield, Angus McCormick and Jacob
Buckley Johnstone gave evidence which helped the jury (made up of Year 12 ICT
students) to make their decision

Year 12 Applied Business students recently went to Bentley
Motors in Crewe to compete in a Business Enterprise
Challenge against 6 other local schools and colleges. The aim
of the competition was for students to make as much profit as
possible by producing and selling paper jets, yachts, trucks,
computers — the list was endless!! Jack Sargeant displayed excellent negotiation
skills in securing sales from companies such as L'Oreal and BMW. Jack Pun
received a £50,000 bonus for the CHS team, by using his initiative and negotiating
a deal in fluent Cantonese with a “representative” from Sony. Other members of
the team worked calmly and methodically under intense pressure to produce the
required items for their customers. Some great teamwork and business skills were
evident for all to see. Unfortunately, CHS were narrowly beaten into second place
by a strong team from a local Sixth Form College but a great time was had by all.

Helping to run the event was ex CHS student Ryan Jones who is completing his Graduate Apprenticeship at Bentley.

Sporting Achievements

Congratulations to Josh Barard, our new head boy. He has qualified for the English Schools Decathlon Championships
on September 20th. Josh is one of the top athletes in the country in his age group and in the top 10 in the country under
21. Perhaps you watched the World Championships and saw the decathletes competing. They have to do 10 events
over two days. Josh is particularly strong in the javelin and Long Jump but is enjoying the challenge the Pole Vault gives
him and is improving in this event week by week. Good luck to Josh in the coming championships.

SWIMMING NEWS
In July this year Nina Bennett swam in the Irish National Championships in Dublin. Nina won the gold medal in the
100m Backstroke with a convincing performance. Nina also qualified for the 100m Butterfly final.

Sophie Pyatt competed at the British Age Group National Championships at Sheffield where she won a gold medal in
the 4 x 200m freestyle relay, a bronze medal in the 4 x 100m Freestyle Relay, 4" place in the 400m Individual Medley
and 4 x 100m Medley Relay along with finishing 6" in the 200m Breaststroke, 200m Backstroke and 200m Individual
Medley. As a result Sophie has been selected for the England talent team for the coming season.

Jonathan Lowe competed in the 200m Backstroke, qualified for the final and came 9" overall.

Sophie Pyatt (second from left) Nina Bennett Jonathan Lowe (first left)

RUGBY
We are fortunate to have a professional Rugby Coach supporting extra curricular Rugby from next week. Training for
KS3 will be after school on Tuesdays and KS4 on Wednesdays. Anybody interested should speak to Mr Abel.

PE CLOTHING SALE

The PE Department has some end of stock clothing for School Sports Coordinator
sale. Partnership

Very good quality black fleece with School logo can be
worn over blazer or for PE lessons. 3only XSat£9 .50.
1 Showerproof Zipper—black with school logo M—£12

Please see Mrs Arnold if interested.

Congratulations to Mr Margolan who has been
appointed the School Sports Coordinator to
replace Mr Hough on his retirement.
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Holiday Dates 2009-10

Half Term

Fri 23 October 09 - Mon 2 November 09
Christmas

Fri 18 December 09 - Mon 4 January 2010

Spring Half Term

Fri 12 February 2010 - Mon 22 February 2010
Easter

Fri 26 March 2010 - Mon 12 April 2010
Teacher Inset Day: Fri 16 April 2010

May Day
Fri 30 April 2010 - Tues 4 May 2010

Summer Half Term
Fri 28 May 2010 - Mon 7 June 2010

Summer
Fri 16 July 2010

Requests for Term Time Holidays

We would like to take this opportunity to explain
to all parents the law regarding holidays taken
during term time. Unless there are exceptional
circumstances most requests will be turned down.
If parents still decide to take their children out of
school for a holiday, then we have no choice but
to mark the absence as an unauthorised ab-
sence. It should be realised that 10 unauthorised
sessions of absence, i.e. 5 days, could lead to the
involvement of the Education Welfare Service
and the issuing of a Fixed Penalty Notice, the
cost of which is £50 if paid within 28 days and
£100 if it is paid after 28 days but within 42 days.
If the Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid legal action
will be taken by the Local Authority. These Fixed
Penalty Notices have been introduced as part of
the governments drive to improve attendance.

Free Books for all Y7 students

All Year 7 students have been given a letter ex-
plaining the opportunity to receive a free book

through a programme known as ‘Booked Up’. They
are able to choose from a list of books and the
form needs to be returned to their form tutor by no

later than the 18th September. Further information
can be obtained by visiting the Booked Up web-
site: www.bookedup.org.uk.

Late Gate Puntuality Check

School will be holding late gate checks supportedl
by the Education Welfare Office and Police
Community Action Team in the near future. AII|
students are encouraged to arrive on time to
school.
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Parents in Partnership

Forthcoming events:

Y7 Disco and Parents’ Social Evening Thurs 24
Sept (Disco in Hall 7pm — 9pm,

Y7; Parents’ Social in Learning Resource Centre
(7pm — 8pm)

Y7 Tutors, Y7 Guidance Team Leader, Mrs McNulty,
Senior staff and the Parents in Partnership team are
looking forward to meeting parents of Y7 students
on 24 September. Do come along for an informal
chat over a glass of wine whilst your Y7 child is
having fun at the disco!

Lions Half-Marathon and Fun Run— Sun 11 Oct

As usual, PIP will be supporting the Half-Marathon
and Fun Run with refreshments. Don't forget to sign
up your youngsters for the Fun Run with the Lions!

Y7 — 9 Disco Thurs 15 October 7pm - 9.15pm

SAFEGUARDING

As a school we are committed to ensur-
ing that all our students remain safe. Can
| remind all parents of some of the dan-
gers of using the Internet. If you have
any concerns please do not hesitate to
contact the school for support or go to
one of the following websites:
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THIS MONTH — SEPTEMBER

Thursday 17 Y11 Post 16 Opportunities Morning

Friday 18 Yr 11 Applied Science Trip
Thursday 24 Y7 Disco and Parents Evening
Thursday 29 Y6 Parents Evening

29Sept—7 Oct | German Visitors

NEXT MONTH—OCTOBER

Thursday 1 Young Apprentice Eng challenge
Friday 2 Y11 Applied Science Trip
Wed 7—Fri 9 Y7 Residential Trip
Thursday 8 Full Governors Meeting
Mr D Hermitt
Head

Head: Mr D Hermitt BEng, PGCE, MEd, NPQH
Congleton High School, Box Lane, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4NS
t: 01260 387000 f: 01260 275477 e: enquiries@congleton.cheshire.sch.uk
w:www.congleton.cheshire.sch.uk




