
Page 1 

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���� ���� ���� ���� 	��
����	��
����	��
����	��
����� ���
������������
����������������������
����������������������
����������������������
�����������

���	��	����������������������	��	����������������������	��	����������������������	��	��������������������

���
���

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

���
���

���
���

�
�
���

���
���

���
���

���
�
�

���
���

���
���

���
���

�
�
���

�� ��

PARENTS PRAISE SCHOOL IN RECENT SURVEY 

 
Parent Questionnaires 
For the first time the parent questionnaire was conducted on-line.  I am pleased that so many parents 
took the time to complete the survey which has highlighted that parents are pleased that the school is 
doing everything it can to keep their children safe. The school takes safeguarding very seriously and 
has provided training for all staff on 7th September to ensure that they have up to date knowledge. 
The training was provided by Chris Greenwood from Cheshire East LA who is the leading expert. As 
usual the school is looking at making improvements in response to some of the issues raised in the 
survey. 
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STUDENTS ACHIEVE THE BEST RESULTS IN 
CHESHIRE EAST 

 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I am delighted to report 
that our students have 
achieved the best GCSE 
results in Cheshire East 
according to provisional 
results released by the 
Local Authority.  
 
86% of students at 
Congleton High School 
gained 5+ A*-C in the 
2009 GCSE results. This 
result is well above 
national average and is 
the highest achieved by 
secondary schools in the 
new local authority.  
 
This is the first time that the school has topped the table on this measure. Almost every girl achieved 
the standard and the vast majority of the boys. They also gained a record number of average points.   
 

 



Page 2 

Students at Congleton High School have had great 
success in a writing competition.   
 
The Young Writers 2009 Creative Writing 
Competition was to write a mini saga in no more 
than 50 words.  A mini saga is a challenging and 
fun method of storytelling where students had to tell 
a complete story in only 50 words.  The mini saga 
had to have a beginning, middle and an end and 
had to be written independently. 
 
Toni Birkin, 8JDO was one of our successful 
entrants with her min saga; 

My heart pounded as I raced home.  The silence 
around me sent shivers down my ridged spine.  
I arrived at the door, placed my fist upon it and 
did three loud bangs.  Suddenly the house 
awakened!  The door slowly creaked open; the 
candle light shone in the distance.  “Happy 
birthday!”  

Each student that submitted a mini saga received a 
bookmark and a certificate of merit. 

ENGINEERING NEWS by Mrs Bartley 

 

Construct Your Life/Engineer Your Future Roadshow 

 
 
Year 9 were treated this week to a lively and informative performance of 
the ‘Construct Your Life/ Engineer Your Future’ roadshow by a theatre 
group from the ECITB (Engineering Construction Industry Training 
Board).  Students were entertained whilst hearing about various routes 
into Engineering careers from a variety of famous stars and ‘characters’, 
including Ant and Deck, Captain Kirk and Spock! 
For more information about the wide variety of careers in Engineering 
Construction go to www.ecitb .org.uk 

 

 

AstraZeneca Science Prizes 
Year 12 Science students!   
Would you like to win a prestigious AstraZeneca Science Prize?   There are 3 prizes on offer again this year.  One each 
for Chemistry, Biology and Physics.  Prizes are £50 (each) and a cool certificate - but the really useful part is being able 
to mention the Award on your applications to university! To win, you have to achieve the highest score in the January 
exams.  AstraZeneca offer these prizes to motivate students to work hard for the early exams so get working, Year 12!  

 

Paragraphing techniques  
Here are a few techniques that you might find useful when developing your understanding of how and when to use para-
graphs in your work. 
 
TipTop paragraphing 
 
This is a quick and easy way to help students to decide when to use paragraphs and is useful for a number of different 
types of writing.  TiPToP is a handy acronym which acts as a prompt to start a new paragraph.  The idea is that a new 
paragraph starts whenever you change any of the following: 
 

Time; Person; Topic; Place 

LITERACY NEWS By Mrs Newton 

Noun  Describes a noun  

Verb  Joins two sentences or parts of a sentence 

Auxiliary Verb  Helps the main verb in a sentence 

Adjective  Describes a verb  

Adverb Introduces a phrase about time or place 

Preposition Is a doing or being word 

Conjunction Is a person, place or thing  

Article Introduces a noun 

Grammar Teasers 
Can you match the term to the definition?  
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Netball League Results 

Congleton made a great start in this season’s league against Eaton Bank. The Year 7A team won 9-0 with excellent play 
from the whole team. Year 8A, who were unbeaten last year, pulled back from 2-2 at half time to win 11-2.  The Year 9 
team continue to dominate the area having yet to be beaten which is quite a pressure to carry.   However, after an untidy 
start they won emphatically 19-2. The Year 10 team were slow to take charge but after a half time team talk thanks to 
Mrs Bennett, they finished 11-5 winners. Year 11 are struggling to find last year’s form. They found it hard to cope with 
the determination of their opponents, losing  9-2. 
 
Players of the match, selected by their opponents were as follows: 
 
Year 7 Leah Bentley; Year 8 Whitney Plant; Year 9 Kirsty Bibby; Year 10 Paige Bailey;  Year 11 Emily Hughes. 
 
Congratulations to Whitney Plant on being selected for the Cheshire U14 Netball squad. 
 
 
Football News   

This season started well for the teams of CHS. Opening round fixtures against Brine Lees saw 3 out of the 5 CHS teams 
win, with 1 draw and 1 close defeat. We didn’t fare so well in the 2nd round of matches against Alsager, with a number of 
our squads decimated by illness and injury, we only managed to pick up 1 victory. We are hoping for better results from 
this week’s games against Ruskin, followed by friendly fixtures the week after against Eaton Bank. Notable 
performances so far have been from Tom Hampton in Year 8, scoring 6 goals in 2 games, and the Year 10 team 
remaining unbeaten largely down to an outstanding 2nd half performance from their captain Jordan Lau. 
 
 
Medals at the ESSAS for CHS Swim Team  

Morale was high in Congleton High School’s Swim Team having won 6 medals at the English Schools Division 2 
Championships at Europa Pool, Birkenhead on Saturday 19th September.  Two golds, one silver and a bronze medal 
were won by Sophie Pyatt in the 100m Backstroke, 200m Individual Medley, 100m Breaststroke and 100m Freestyle 
with Jonathan Lowe taking gold medal in the 100m Backstroke.  As a result, both swimmers have been selected to 
represent Division 2, which covers Cheshire, Merseyside, Lancashire and the Isle of Man, at the ESSA Championships 
at Crystal Palace in October. 
 
Eleanor Jones, Josh Fleming-Hughes and Shannon Friel qualified for the finals in their age groups whilst Scott Coutts, 
Sam Whitehead, Nina Bennett and Ayce Epcim all showed excellent form with personal best times recorded in each of 
their events. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  Team stretching before the warm up                Ellie Jones in action in the 100m Butterf ly  
 
PE Kit 

The department is ordering hooded sweatshirts again this year. Order forms are available from the department. Year 9 
may order purple and Upper school purple or black at a cost of £20. This includes their name on the back.    

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 
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Mr D Hermitt 
Head 

THIS MONTH – OCTOBER 

Wed 7—Fri 9 Y7 Residential   

Thursday 8 Full Governors meeting 

Mon 12—Fri 16 Y11 Waypoint 

Sun 11 October Lions Half Marathon 

Tuesday 13 School photos 

Thursday 15 Y7-9 Disco 

Mon 19—Fri 23 Y11 Work Experience 

Thursday 22 Governors Sub Committees 

Friday 23 School Closes for Half Term 

NEXT MONTH—NOVEMBER  

Monday 2 School Re-opens 

Wednesday 4 Y11 RE Stop Day 

Thursday 5 Congleton Careers Fair 

Fri 6—Sat 7  Art Trip 

Parents in Partnership 

 
Thank you to the PIP members who gave up their time in providing for and manning the refreshments 
stalls for a very successful Y7 disco and Parents’ Social evening on Thursday 24th September. 
Attendance of parents was high, and our Y7 students thoroughly enjoyed their disco night. 
 
The next event being supported by PIP is the Lions Half Marathon and Fun Run  being held on the 
school grounds on Sunday, October 11th, where PIP will be helping to refresh the athletes. Don’t forget 
to sign up your youngsters for the Fun Run with the Lions! 
 
Dates for your diary : . 
PIP AGM:  
This is taking place on 20th October at 7.30 p.m. at school, parents are very welcome to attend. If 
there are any parents who would like to take on the role of PIP treasurer, please contact Steve Archer 
(Chair) or Heather Hardwick (teacher representative) at school.  
 
Houghton Weavers Concert 
Saturday, 28th November, 8 p.m. at school, Houghton Weavers Concert. Tickets cost £12.50 and are 
available from school, A&A Music and the Tourist Information Office. Hot supper included- this is 
always a popular night so please buy your tickets in plenty of time.  

DID YOU KNOW??? 
 
On the 27th September Simon Rathbone 11CC 
took part in the Sandbach Young Farmers 
Ploughing Competition.   Not only did he 
become Junior Ploughman but he was voted 
overall ploughman.   Congratulations Simon. 

BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS IS BACK!   
Tokens can be found in The Times and Sunday 
Times. Please cut them out and hand them into 
the LRC where they can be exchanged for 
books. Please make every effort to collect these 
tokens.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
Ever wondered what your neighbours get up to on a 

Tuesday or Wednesday night? 

Do you want to have fun, meet new people and 
raise money for local charities and groups? 

If you’re aged between 18 and 45 and have a few 
hours to spare twice a month, why not join Ladies’ 

Circle or Round Table? 

Have a look at our websites 
www.congletonladiescircle.moonfruit.com  

www.congletonroundtable.org.uk  

Data Collection Sheets 
We hope by now you will have received and 
returned to us the Data Collection Sheet for your 
child so that we can update our records.  If you 
have not received a Data Collection Sheet, 
please ask your child to contact Student 
Reception, who will arrange for a further copy to 
be issued.  Please remember to inform Student 
Reception of any changes to your details 
(including mobile phone numbers) as soon as 
possible. 

 

Head:  Mr D Hermitt BEng, PGCE, MEd, NPQH 
Congleton High School, Box Lane, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4NS 

t:  01260 387000  f:  01260 275477  e: enquiries@congleton.cheshire.sch.uk   
w:www.congleton.cheshire.sch.uk �


