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Dear Parent / Carer

We now enter the second half of the Autumn term and the run up to Christmas. We shall once again be
celebrating Christmas as a whole school by attending St Mary’s Church, Astbury for a Carol Concert on
the last day of term, Friday 18th December. A school concert will take place the previous evening for
parents and friends to attend—more details will follow in the December Newsletter.

We continue to ensure that our Safeguarding procedures are as stringent as possible. As a result all
Governors have now completed an Enhanced CRB check.

At the end of November one of our parent governor’s term of office expires. We are therefore seeking
nominations for one parent governor vacancy. If you are interested in becoming a Governor at the
school please contact me by email on head@congleton.cheshire.sch.uk or by telephone.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARENTS

The school has looked carefully at the survey responses from the parental questionnaire and believes
that it can improve services to parents by providing more opportunities for parents to gain access to
materials to support their children’s school work.

1. Target Setting Day—Thursday 19th November

Although it is aimed at students having their personal interview and setting targets for themselves, we
are pleased that a large number of parents support the day as well. The school has made two
amendments to make it even more useful for parents

Mr Hermitt will be available all day to meet with individual parents. Please contact the headteacher's
PA in advance to make an appointment.

Parents have the opportunity to visit the LRC or the Sixth Form Centre to obtain a range of
resources to help support learning.

2. Other Calendar Dates

We have inserted the following dates into the school calendar when parents will be able to come into
school to find out ways in which they can offer more support to their children.

Sixth Form — Thursday 4 February 2010
Y7 — how to give the best support to your children’s homework - Tuesday 24 November 2010
Y10/Y11 — How to help my child to get the best out of their GCSE exams Thursday 11 March 2010

As usual, there will be further opportunities throughout the year for parents to provide feedback to the
school.

RE STOP DAY

The RE Stop Day took place on
Wednesday 4th November. It has
been a great success with students
receiving messages via a number of
groups mainly from Manchester
including LZ7, The Message, GSUS
Live, Life Charity with a workshop
on Human Trafficking. Thanks
must go to all those organising and
taking part in such a successful
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LITERACY NEWS by Mrs Newton

Connectives
Connectives are the words or phrases that link ideas, indicate a change of direction in writing or balance points of view. Here are
some important connectives to use to help to structure writing:

Adding : and, also, as well as, moreover, too

Cause and effect : because, therefore, thus, consequently

Sequencing/temporal : next, then, first, second, third, etc, finally, meanwhile, after.
Emphasising : above all, in particular, especially, significantly, indeed, notably.
Comparing : equally, in the same way, similarly, likewise.

Contrasting : whereas, instead of, alternatively, otherwise, on the other hand.
lllustrating : for example, such as, for instance, as revealed by, in the case of
Qualifying : however, although, unless, except, as long as, apart from, yet.

TOP TIP: Plan carefully and create a word bank of connectives to use in the piece of writing.  Try to vary the connectives used in a
piece of writing.

Inspiration for Fashion & Clothing Students

Katie Roberts an ex student at CHS has recently been employed as a junior buyer for
Primark following the completion of her Textiles & Fashion degree at Nottingham Trent
University.

Katie came into school recently to share her experiences of her route from leaving school to
now being employed with a significant company in the fashion industry with Y12 Level 3
Fashion and Clothing and A level Art students. She talked students through her outstanding
portfolio of innovative design work. Katie took a year out of studying to experience a variety
of work placements in London where she worked with a wide range of designers
and learnt more about her chosen trade. She clearly spelt out to our students the reality of
the hours, pay and how she managed to get a job in this competitive but rewarding
business.

It was a joy to see her work but to also see the students respond so positively to her. Katie has helped enthuse and inspire these
students and this experience has already helped some of them make more an informed decisions of their future directions in the
design industry. Mrs Vale and Miss Paling would like to thank Katie for her valuable visit to the school.

ENGINEERING

Nuffield Awards Celebration Evening

On 7™ October, Year 12 students, Rachel Grundy and Nick Davies, joined other high
attaining young scientists and engineers at the Nuffield Awards Celebration Evening
at Anfield, Liverpool. They displayed the research they completed during the
summer (for Unilever and AstraZeneca respectively) and spoke about their work to
parents, teachers and judges. The standard of the work on display was very
impressive: indeed, the students were told by judges that they were among the
‘cream of the North West’ in terms of attainment in science and engineering.
Congratulations, once again, to Rachel and Nick for their well deserved Nuffield and
Gold Crest Awards.

Royal Academy of Engineering ‘Engineering Education Scheme’

Once again, we have a team of 6" form students (Aaron Duckworth, Strachan McCormick and Alex Slater) taking part in the
prestigious Engineering Education Scheme over the next few months. This year's project was launched at Liverpool University on 7"
October. The team will be working with Mr Newstead and Siemens’ engineer, Michael Turner, to develop a test fixture for use on the
production line at Siemens. We wish them every success with this venture and will keep you up to date on their progress.

Young Apprentice in Engineering Challenge

Thursday 1 October saw over 50 children from Congleton, Sandbach and Alsager meeting at CHS to compete in a series of events
based around an imaginary fork-lift truck manufacturing company. They were assisted by industry professionals from Siemens and
personnel from the Army and Air Force. In competing, the children learned many of the essential aspects of running a successful
company — and had a lot of fun in the process. As a specialist Engineering School, CHS runs regular special events for other schools
and the community. The event was for pupils on the DCSF Young Apprentice in Engineering Scheme, for more information please go
to http://www.apprentice-forward.org.uk/About/YoungAppren.asp

Moonwatch 2009

Congleton High School will be holding a Moonwatch on the 26th November 2009 at 4pm-5pm. This will be for children
9 years and older. Parents must accompany children. If the sky is clear, the school's new astronomical telescope will
be used to make observations of the moon. For anyone who has not studied the moon before, looking at it through a
large telescope will be an amazing experience. If the weather is not good enough for observing, there will be an indoor
activity which will involve searching for micro-meteorites! Places are limited, so if you want to come along you must
book by sending an email titted “Moonwatch” giving your name and how many will come to Mr Newstead at
staffrn@congleton.cheshire.sch.uk. Alternatively, drop a note into school marked for the attention of Mr Newstead. You
will need warm clothes. If you have any binoculars or telescopes, bring them along too.
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SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

Netball

The school teams have continued to show good form against both Holmes Chapel and Sandbach Girls. The only team
to loose against Holmes Chapel was the Y7B team. They could not cope with the strength and speed of their opponents
but the Congleton B were experiencing their first match against Holmes Chapel’s third game. Both Congleton’'s
unbeaten sides, 8A and 7A were pushed hard but still finished winners. 9A has still got to find a team to break their
unbeaten third season without a loss.

Results
CHS v. Holmes Chapel—7A (11-8); 7B(2-5); 8A(18-3); 9A(16-6); Y10(10-4); Y11(13-4); Y12/13(22-9)
CHS v. Sandbach Girls—7A (13-5); 7B(2-6); 8A(9-8); 8B(12-1): 9A(22-1); 9B(4-5)

Partnership Trampoline Competition

On Wednesday 14th October Congleton High School hosted the first partnership trampoline competition for the area.
Boys and Girls competed in teams of four as well as individuals and had to perform two routines each. With over 80
competitors at the event performing the routine without letting your nerves get the better of you is in itself a huge
achievement! Congratulations to all involved in what was a very enjoyable event with lots of talent on display.

Individuals who finished in the top 3 of their section include Jack Posnett who finished 2nd in the Under 15 Boys
competition and was 1st in his correct age group of Under 13 boys. Poppy Crookes finished 3rd in what was a very high
standard competition for the Under 15 Girls. Congleton High school entered teams in the Under 15 Boys and Under 15
Girls competitions and the results are summarised below:

Under 15 Boys team - 2nd; Under 15 Girls Team 1 - 2nd; Under 15 Girls Team 2 - 4th; Under 15 Girls Team 3 - 5th

Rugby
Congratulations to James Bernardi (Year 8) who has been selected to represent Central Cheshire U13 Rugby
Development squad.

Swimming Success for Sophie and Jonathan at ESSAFi  nals
Sophie Pyatt won bronze medal in the 200m Individual Medley event at the English Schools National
Championships in Crystal Palace on Saturday 24™ October 2009. Jonathan Lowe swam in the 100m
Backstroke, just missing out on a place in the finals.

Having earned their places on the North West Team (Division 2) by beating other competitors from
Cheshire, Merseyside, Lancashire and the Isle of Man, Sophie and Jon also represented Division 2 in the
team medley and freestyle relay, qualified for the finals, with the girls team just missing out on a medal
coming 4" in both events.

School Sports Coordinator Partnership

This term the Congleton Primary Cross-Country events began.

On 30"September Y3/4 boys and girls ran together at Eaton
Bank. Then on 7" October, Daven hosted the Y5/6 event. Most of the 13
primary schools from the CHS cluster were involved, including Astbury, Black
Firs, Daven, Quinta and Smallwood. The turn out and enthusiasm from
children and parents was fantastic, generating a great atmosphere and making
both events very enjoyable. Thanks to the primary teachers efforts and
especially to Steve Tamplin for organising the second event. In the CHS
cluster, all 3 categories were won by Black Firs. This resulted in them representing CHS at
the partnership final, in Shavington, on 15" October where they were up against the best
primaries from Alsager, Sandbach, Middlewich, Holmes Chapel, Shavington and Eaton
Bank, Black Firs again performed exceptionally finishing winners in the Y3/4 event, with
Bailey Royal individual champion; 2" in the Y5/6 girls category; and 3™ in the Y5/6 boys
category. Well done!

October also saw the start of the Tuesday Hi5 Netball league, at CHS. This will involve 11
primary schools over 3 nights of competition. Thanks to Daphne Wright for overseeing the
event.

Currently all 7 CHS primaries are completing ‘play ground leader’ and mini superstar’ leadership training. Y5/6 pupils are
learning how to lead Y1/2 pupils, so the younger children can participate in fun and safe games during break or
lunchtime. The leaders are also putting the Y1 children through a series of physical challenges during one of their PE
lessons. Y1 children are surprisingly good at relays with bean bags balanced upon their heads!

On 16™ October 28 Y7 boys took part in a ‘sports extra’ 7-a-side Football tournament. ‘Sports extra’ aims to give
additional opportunities to some children who haven't represented the school at sports. 10 boys who are not in the
Football team will represent CHS against other high schools next month. Thanks especially to Elliot Gates and Zak
Oakes (Y11) who refereed the tournament superbly. Thanks also in advance to Dan Pass and Lawrence Carr who will
be refereeing a similar Y8 event this week.
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WORK EXPERIENCE

Students gain two credits towards their Asdan award by spending the week working at various venues.

Nathan Burgess Amina Begum Letitia Blakemore Emily Douglas Heidi Brooks
Quinta School New Life Nursery Blackfirs School Clarity’s Hair Salon Beech & Co Estate Agent

Y11 Students experience Army life

Parents in Partnership Mac Millan Coffee Morning
Thanks to PIP for organising the recent Y7-9 disco and \(?{]OFXS(?;/ nt her oth hotf;?eb de ;tkﬂea c
supporting the Lions Half-Marathon with refreshments. . group nost
Both events were very successful. Millan coffee morning in XL.

They baked cakes and held a
At the recent AGM, the following officers were appointed / re-elected: raffle. The group raised £40 in
Chair: Steve Archer total. Many staff and students
Vice Chair: Adele Bossons attended and the group enjoyed
Treasurers: Viv and Simon Mallett working together for a great
Secretary: Joanne Rushton
cause!
Saturday 28 November 8pm—Houghton Weavers’ Annual S how
Tickets £12.50 include pie and peas supper. Real ale bar. Tickets are on
sale at school, A&A Music and the Tourist Office. Buy now to avoid
disappointment!
Do you have any suitable spare items at home that could be donated as
raffle prizes for the Houghton Weavers’ concert? If so, please send them in
with your child to take to the Engineering Office (Mr Warren). Thank you.
Next PIP meeting: Tues 10 November 7.00pm__ Innovations. Please do
come along if you would like to play a part in this fantastic group!
The LRC is open after school until 4pm (Monday THIS MONTH — NOVEMBER
thro' Thursday) and until 3.30pm on a Friday. Fri 6—Sat 7 Art Trip

This is an ideal opportunity for students to use - -
the numerous resources in the LRC to complete Mon 9 — Friday 13 | Y11 Waypoint

homework, topic or coursework tasks. The Thursday 12 Y11 Opportunities Evening

Librarian is on hand to help students with finding
resources for their work. Thursday 19 Target Setting Day

Thursday 19 Governors Sub Committee
Wednesday 25 Sixth Form Ethics Stop Day

Saturday 28 Houghton Weavers Concert
NEXT MONTH—DECEMBER

This year Anti-Bullying Week focuses on Wednesday 2 Engineering Day
‘Stay Safe in Cyber Space’ Thursday 3 Full Governors meeting
For more information on this topic and Mon7—Tue15 |Mock GCSEs
other bullying issues please go to:
www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk Mr D Hermitt
Head

Head: Mr D Hermitt BEng, PGCE, MEd, NPQH
Congleton High School, Box Lane, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4NS
t: 01260 387000 f: 01260 275477 e: enquiries@congleton.cheshire.sch.uk
w:www.congleton.cheshire.sch.uk
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