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Dear Parent / Carer 
Welcome to the final edition of our Newsletter for 2009.   We have had a very busy term and hope that 
you have enjoyed reading about some of the events that take place in the school.   We are holding a 
Christmas Concert in the school hall on Tuesday 15th December (more information on page 4) and a 
whole school celebration will take place at St Mary’s Church, Astbury on the last day before the 
Christmas holidays.  
 
We have recently made changes to the security in school.   The front entrance doors now remain locked 
at all times and visitors are requested to ring a bell and inform our receptionist of their name and reason 
for visiting the school.   We are continually reviewing ways in which to safeguard students and staff. 
 
PLEASE NOTE  school closes for students at 1.10pm on Friday 18th  December and the new term 
starts on Monday 4th January, 2010.    
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year. 
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We are pleased that so many parents came into school to support their child on Target Setting Day.  
Scheduled interviews took place throughout the day and parents attended with their child to discuss 
targets and review progress. The school has been running Target Setting Day for three years now which 
we believe has proved to be a significant contribution to the best ever examination results we received 
this summer.  The day is aimed at students but we have always encouraged parents to attend as well. 
 
This year, parents of Sixth Form students were provided with advice on how to help their child and 
shown ways in which to access the exam board websites to support revision. 
 
Feedback from over 500 Parent Questionnaires confirm more than 96% of parents agree that: 
 

· they are confident their child has achievable targets and challenges 
· the information provided on their child’s progress is informative 
· the interview with their child’s Tutor is useful 

 
Well done to the Guidance Team leaders for organising such a successful event. 

500 PARENTS INVOLVED ON TARGET SETTING DAY 
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npower Climate Cops Competition 

The climate cops have just returned from a very wet and 
windy week in the Lake District. They stayed at 
Ullswater Outward Bound centre for the week, 
participating in activities to help the team move forward 
with their project. All the activities focused on team 
building, communication and problem solving, with an 
overall theme for the week of learning to live with 
minimal impact on the environment. Activities included, 
canoeing, rock climbing, tunnelling, hill walking, 
orienteering, foot painting and even a very cold dip in the 
lake! Although the team were challenged by the 
activities and the weather, they have acquired some 
essential skills which will allow them to be successful in 
completing their project and hopefully help them to win 
the competition.   Congratulations go to Leah McClusker 
whose foot painting of the Mona Lisa won the 
competition out of 100 students taking part. 

Climate Cops Group photo 
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“I have made millions of new friends”  

Early October saw 123 Y7 students travel to the Kingswood Centre, Colomendy, North Wales where they spent two 
days enjoying activities such as caving, circus skills, Jacob’s ladder, team challenge, rock climbing, night line and 
making their own music C.D.  Everyone made new friends, learnt new skills and most of all had a lot 
of fun!  Here are some of the comments from individual students: 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks must go to The Y7 tutors (Mr. Baxendale, Miss Caveney, Mrs Hepherd-Hall, Miss Jervis, Miss Kenny and Miss 
Weir) as well as our TAs (Mrs Vernon. Miss Leese and Miss Elman).  Thanks also to Mr Watkins and Mr Barlow for 
giving up their precious time and ensuring that the trip was such a big success.  

 

Y8 Trip to the Catalyst Museum 
Over 100 Y8 pupils recently spent the day at the Catalyst museum to take part in maths activities. Ella Baskerville from 
8AMO describes what they did: 

“We were split into groups of about twenty and we all went to different sections of the museum. Our group started off in 
the puzzle solving area, there was a different puzzle on each table for us to solve, many of us found them very difficult to 
complete, but everything was hands-on! We then had the chance to look around the shop, to buy souvenirs of our 
trip. There was a curved history section of maths which we walked through in our groups telling us about the discoveries 
of maths, we had a hand book to find and answer questions hidden in the display! We then moved into the science 
section of Catalyst where there were plenty of quick experiments to do. Two groups then gathered in an empty room 
filled with rubber bands and sticks, we had to build a giant pyramid made from these two items we eventually made one 
giant one that touched the roof! Overall everyone enjoyed the trip and found it very educational!”   

South Cheshire 24 Maths  
Four Y9 pupils recently took part in the first South Cheshire 24 Maths competition at St Thomas More Catholic High 
school in Crewe. Although they didn't win they performed really well and the experience will leave them more prepared 
for next time. 

LOWER SCHOOL NEWS 

Y7 ASSEMBLY by Mrs McNulty 
Y7 have been lucky to have two visiting speakers in their 
Assemblies this half term.  Mrs Heather Herrick from LEPRA 
delivered a very moving presentation showing children from 
poorer countries suffering from this debilitating disease, and 
Y7 raised a lot of money.   

Mr. Pickles, a local resident 
came to give a talk with his 
beautiful Guide Dog, Marie, 
about the work of ‘Guide 
Dogs for the Blind’ which 
proved very popular.   As a 
result Y7 tutor groups have 
been given the challenge to 
raise £30 for a Charity of 
their choice. 

I would like to thank all Y7 students in advance for their efforts 
with charity work, and I look forward to seeing which tutor 
group raised the most  money! 

 

“ I enjoyed every activity, but my 

favourite one was circus skills”  
“ I enjoyed the cl imbing wall the most 

because I got to the top and I thought I 

would only get ¾ of the way up”  

“The computer was really good 
for making your own song to put 

on our album!” 

“ I really enjoyed Jacob’s Ladder, we had 

André, he was funny!”  

“ I really enjoyed caving especially when we 

had to go through the letter box!”  

Y9 ARTISTS 
Congratulations to Y9 students William Booth,  
Jodie Oakes, Emily Harper , Aly Henshall , 
Hannah Priday  and Holly Whitehead  who were 
finalists in the Rotary Club of Congleton Dane 
Young Artist Competition on the 14 November.    
William was the overall winner with Jodie winning 
the Bob Weaver ‘Highly Commended’ award.  The 
other finalists received a Certificate and selection 
box as runner up prizes 

Please encourage your child to attend the new Y7 
Creative Writing Club which started on Tuesday 1 
December in room 233 with Miss Weir and will take p lace 
on Tuesday—Week One.   
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Finally a number of sixth form students are participating in the ‘Step Into Sport’ scheme run by the Youth Sport Trust. This scheme is 
for students who volunteer their time to assist sport in school, or the community. After school Football, Hockey, Netball and Rugby 
clubs are assisted by the sixth form, and some students also umpire or support our local primary schools. On Thursday 26th 
November Laurence Carr, Liam Joyce, Oli Gates and Josh Walford attended a SIS launch event in Macclesfield to develop their 
leadership skills. 

During October half term the PE 
department ran an incredibly 
successful sports tour to Holland. 48 

students and 6 staff travelled to Noordwijk, Holland.  The students formed 2 
hockey squads and 2 football squads. The week consisted of training on both the 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, and fixtures against local, Dutch opposition 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evening. 
The fixtures were keenly contested, with the majority of the results going in our 
favour and the standard of performance improved game by game. Most 
importantly though, all games were played in the right spirit.  Notable team 
performances were the under 14 girls hockey winning 2 games, the Under 17 boys 
football winning one match 8-0, and the under 14 boys football team winning the 
end of tour master class tournament.  The week was thoroughly enjoyed by both 
pupils and staff, and we are looking forward to the prospect of touring again next 
October.  Thanks go to Mr Naylor, Mr Watkins, Mr Baxendale, Miss Cash, Miss Loring and Miss Leese for enabling the tour to go 
ahead so successfully. 

 

  

The Siemens Cup  
This event was hosted at CHS on November 26th . 
This is an annual Football tournament that involves 
all of the Congleton primary schools, and this year 
11 schools attended.  Each school played a 
minimum of 5 matches, with Quinta, Astbury, Mosley 
and Black Firs reaching the semi-finals. In an 

exceptionally close final, Black firs beat Mosley to become 2009 
champions. Special thanks to the sixth form and Y11 referees; Graeme 
Wolfenden, Andy Miles, Rob Crookes, George Thompson, Damon Oakes, 
Jon Copeland, Dan Pass and Alex French. 

On November 19th CHS hosted the ‘sports extra’ Y7/8 
partnership Football finals. This competition aimed to give 
competitive opportunity to boy’s who hadn’t previously 
represented the school. Both Y7 and Y8 teams finished the 
tournament in 2nd place.  Well done. 

‘Quick Sticks’ Hockey 

On November 24th CHS 
hosted 60 Y3/4 children for 
an afternoon of ‘quick 
sticks’ hockey.   The 
session was organised and 
run by the Y12 sports 

leaders group, who did a fantastic job of leading fun 
skill practices and mini games. Thanks to Mr Abel 

During November play ground leaders and mini superstars training has continued with 
Black Firs, Quinta, Woodcocks Well, Astbury and Smallwood all getting involved. Pictured 
are the Woodcock Wells Y6 leaders delivering mini superstars to Y1 

School Sports Coordinator Partnership 

On November 6th the Y3/4 Gifted and Talented multi skills 
academy began. Four children from each primary school have 
been invited to develop their sporting abilities each week at 
CHS. The academy will run until Christmas, then Y6/7 get the 
same opportunity in January. Many thanks to sixth form 
leaders Graeme Wolfenden, Laurence Carr and Andy Miles 

Rugby  
On the 12 November  the Y9 Rugby team travelled to Crewe & Nantwich Rugby Club 
where they enjoyed success winning the emerging schools Rugby Union competition 
with an emphatic victory over Malbank 49-19.  All the team were excellent and 
showed great team spirit in achieving this result.  In particular Jack Goode had an 
outstanding game running in numerous tries even though this was his first game of 
rugby ever .  The lads did extremely well considering the opposition were 
considerably bigger and stronger but they persevered to secure an outstanding 
result.  Well done boys.   

The sixth form team were also part of there own emerging schools tournament before 
half term, securing second place with a magnificent performance in the final game 
ensuring they beat Mid Cheshire into second place.  In particular Dave Crean, John 
Copeland, Jack Stephenson and Josh Barrard impressed but all of the boys played 
well after a poor opening match.  

On the 17 November  Y8 performed admirably against a very strong Eaton Bank side 
in the emerging schools competition losing out 39-20.  The boys had a very slow 
start and seemed nervous about playing a side that was physically much bigger than 
ours.  After a half time team talk they came back and scored all of their points in the 
second half playing some excellent attacking and defensive rugby.  In particular Peter 
Salt played extremely well saving many tries with his tackling and defensive 
positioning.  Jamie Benardi was excellent at scrum half and showed why he has been 
picked for Cheshire. 

Tae Kwon Do  

Well done to Jenna Baxter in Y7 who 
recently achieved a Bronze Award at 
t he Br i t i sh  Tae Kwon Do 
Championships in Bath. 
 

Congratulations to James Edmondson in Y12 who has b een named Congleton Lawn Tennis Club Junior 
Sportsperson of the Year 2009 
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Sports Hall 

Please note that there are spaces available 
for Basketball on Sundays 4-6pm and Circuit 
Training Mondays 8-9pm for anybody 
interested.  Any further information can be 
obtained by contacting Mrs Robinson on 
01260 387013 or 077661 12896 
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Mr D Hermitt 
Head 

THIS MONTH – DECEMBER 

Mon 7—Tue 15 Dec Mock GCSE Exams 

Tue 15 Dec (7.30pm) Christmas Concert 

Wed 16 Dec 
Mock Orals / Coursework 
Catch Up  

Fri 18 Dec (1.10pm) School Closes for students 

Mon 4 Jan 2010 School Re-opens 

Tue 5 Jan 2010 (7.00pm) PIP meeting 

NEXT MONTH—JANUARY 

Fri 8 Jan  Y11 Citizenship Stop Day 

Come and join us for our Christmas 
Concert on Tuesday 15 th December 
at 7.30pm  in the school hall.   The 
evening will be a lovely way to begin 
the festivities and there will be 
fabulous items from our award 
winning choir along with soloists and 
ensembles.  Tickets are £4 for 
adults and £3 for concessions.  We 
are also hoping to run a raffle so if 
anyone would like to donate a prize 
we would very much appreciate it as 
all proceeds will be going to Cancer 
Research. 

Parents in Partnership 

 
A big thank you to staff and all those who helped 
out at the Houghton Weaver’s Concert. 
 
Next PIP meeting:  Tues 5 January 2010 
7.00pm in Innovations.  Please do come along 
if you would like to play a part in this fantastic 
group. 

MESSAGES FROM PARENTS 
 
Could we please remind parents/carers 
to make travel arrangements/medical 
appointments with their children while 
at home rather than ringing into school 
for a message to be delivered to their 
child.  We will always endeavour to 
deliver urgent messages. 
 
Can we also remind parents that we do 
not have a resident school nurse and 
only provide emergency First Aid in 
school. 

Art / English Trip to London 

On the 6th November 35 Sixth Form students travelled to 
London where they visited the Tate Modern, The National 
Portrait Gallery, the Victoria & Albert Museum and Tate Britain.  
The also enjoyed a river boat trip on the Thames.  English 
students visited Poets Corner, the Imperial War Museum and 
spent an evening watching a wonderful performance of the 
‘War Horse’.  Students found the trip inspiring and were 
amazed about how art differed from Tudor to Contemporary 
Times, the value of oil paint in comparison to acrylic paint and 
how the invention of the camera altered compositions.  They 

also learned how paint was created before mass production.   Thanks go to Mrs Vale and her team for 
making the trip so enjoyable and educational. 

Visitors to the School 
Can we remind parents that if they need to 
meet with a member of staff they should 
telephone the school and make prior 
arrangements.   Please note that the front 
entrance doors are now permanently locked as 
a security measure.  If you are visiting the 
school it will be necessary for you to ring the 
bell at the entrance door when our receptionist 
will ask for your identification and reason for 
visiting before opening the door.   We hope you 
will support us in keeping our school safe. 

 

Head:  Mr D Hermitt BEng, PGCE, MEd, NPQH 
Congleton High School, Box Lane, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4NS 

t:  01260 387000  f:  01260 275477  e: enquiries@congleton.cheshire.sch.uk   
w:www.congleton.cheshire.sch.uk �


